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ELECTION SERMON. 


17 S ALM XIVI. 8, 9. 


o fitteth upon the throne of his holineſs: 


"The Princes of - the people are gathered 
. together, even the people of the GOD of” 


Abraham; for the Shields of the earth 
belong unto GOD: He is greath exalted, 


T what time, or upon what occaſion, 
the Pſalm before us was compoſed, 


6 diſtance of time, to determine. 
Many have ſuppoſed it to have been pen- 
ned, on occaſion of bringing up the Ark io 
Mount Zion.” —Others, that it looks further, 
and is prophetick of the, aſcenſion of the gh- 
rus. Mediator. after he had finiſhed his work 
on earth, and the ſetting up his kingdom in 
the world,” 1 From 


is peither certain, nor eaſy, at this. 
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Fron the ſentiments it contains, it might 
alſa be conſidered as a Pſalm compoſed, and 
well adapted, for the congregation of 1/rael, 
when all the tribes came to Hebron to receive 
David, and by their elders to make a league 
with him, as their chief magiſtrate ; and to 

eſtabliſh him in the government.” 4 


Bor, which, or whether either of theſe 
ſuppoſitions hath any ſolid foundation, muſt 
be left to the learned and judicious to deter- 
mine,—Be the primary occaſion, of this 
devout compoſution, what it may; it is beyond 
_ diſpute, that the ſubjects of it are intereſting 
and important :—Subjects well ſuited to in- 
| ſpire the church and people of Gap, at, all 
times, with a ſenſe of his government and 
their dependence, and of their indiſpenſible 
obligations to celebrate the , glories of his 
perfections, herein diſplayed, as the ground 
of their confidence and theme of their praiſe. 


In a word, it is an exhortation to the peo- 
ple of GOD, to praiſe the LokD, as e 
Great King over all the carth,” who ſhould 
ſubdue the people, their enemies and oppteſſors 
under them, and the nations under their feet: 
And as that Gop, who ſhould chooſe their 
inberitance for them, and eſtabliſh them in the 
guict poſleſſion and enjoyment of it. 


Agrecably, | 


4 Vid. 2 Sam. 5. I, 2, 3. 


1 


AGREEABLY, in confirmation of this their 
confidence, it is ſaid, in the text. hat GOD 
ſitteth- upon the throne of his belineſi : The 
Princes of the people are gathered together, 
even the people of. the GOD of Abraham. ; 
for the Shields of the earth belong unto GOD: 
He is | greatly exalted. 8 


IN theſe Wen we a a ſtriking repre- 
ſentation, —a lively portrait of the happy ſtate 
of a people, or nation, in covenant with God, 
and Re Rr with his protection and ſmiles; 
of a people eſtabliſhed in the enjoyment of 
the bleſſings of a civil government, whoſe 
conſtitution is founded in principles of liberty 
and equity, whoſe laws are adminiſtred with 
Juſtice and righteouſneſs, and whole end is 
the glory of Gop, in the good of mankind, 
The Great GOD, as the ſovereign, the ſu- 
preme ruler, ting on the throne of his holi- 
neſr, with all the powers of government, 
originally and ultimately, veſted in himſelf, 
and exerciſed by him, agreeable to the eternal 
Jaws of righteouſneſs and equity.—The Prin- 
ces of the people, their leaders, or deligates, 
are gathered together, from all parts of the 
land, in the name of their conſtituents, and 
under the direction and influence of their 
ſupreme ruler and ſovereign, to conſult the 
public weal, to enact laws and to tranſact the 
great affairs of the nation and of government. 
The people, the body of the nation, are there 
introduced, as 0 people of the GOD of 

Abraham, 


„ 


Abraham, in covenant with him, and devout- 
Iy acknowledging their fealty to him, as theit 
ſovereign, . and their dependence upon him 
and his bleſſing, both for counſel and de- 
fence. And in fine, that nothing might be 
wanting to compleat the view; we have The 
Shields of the earth, repreſenting both the 
Powers of government and the perſons veſted 
with them, exhibited, as belonging to GOD, 

religiouſly devoted to his ſervice and glory, 
or under his directioa and controul, to carry 
to effect the purpoſes of his benevolence and 
wiſdom for the good of bis people, or the 
deſigns of his juſtice ar d righteouſneſs in the 
government of the world. —T he whole is 
intended to ſhow—* That magiſtracy, or eivil 
government, is of divine inſtitution— That 
the end of it is the good of the governed 
and That, as all power and all authority are 
derived from him, the glory of all ſhould 
redound to his name; tothe end, that GOD, 

who ſitteth on the throne might be great, ly 
exalted. 


THAr Gop, who created and preſerves, 
of right, doth govern the world; is a trath, 
which the light of nature teaches, which 
revelation confirms, and a' truth, which the 
common ſenſe of mankind in all ages, concurs 


to eſtabliſh, 


Ta te power, authority and ſovereign- 
ty of Gop are abſolute and unconttroulable 
is a truth juſtly deducible from the preceed- 
ing, and eq zually indiſpulable. Tas 


64 
1 .,v6;F 01944 ana at rd Foot; 
Tu ſacred. ſcriptures are fut from being 
ſilent, or doubtful; upon a ſubjeſt ſo ſunda- 
mental, ſo important. We frequently find all 
the powers of moral government, in the 
higheſt ſenſe, ſolem nly aſſumed by Gop ot 
devoutly: aſcribed unto him, in the divine 
oracles. Hence God is introduced by the 
holy prophet, as ſaying, © I am the Lo Ro, and 
there is none elſe ; thete is no GoD beſides 
me. I ſorm the light and create darkneſs: 
make peace and create evil: I the LoR D do 
all theſe things. a I will work, and who 
ſhall let it?“ And to ſhow the vanity of 
oppugnation to his government or aùthority, 
it is added, —** Let the potſherd ſtrive with 
the potſherds of the carth: But wo , to him 
that ſtriveth with his maker.” e 


* 


Ax p what Gop hath thus jaſtly aſſumed. 
is devoutly aſcribed to him by his ſaints and 
people; and frequently mentioned as the 


reaſon of their ſubmiſſion. —Ar all times, 
yea, even in times of perplexity and darkneſs, 
it was the language of Gop's people—*Thz 
LokD reigneth, let the earth rejoice“ d— 
Ihe “Loxp is our judge, the LORD is our law- 


vs.” e Holy David obſerves, that * the king- 
dom is the Lon Þ's, and he is governor among 
he nations.“ F and to add no more, it is 


4 Ila 45. 5,4. 3 wis. 43. 13 c Ibid. 45. 2 
 Plal. 97. 1. Lai. F Pal. 22. 28. 
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ground of their confidence, as well as the 


giver, the Lot Þ. is our king; He will ſave 
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faid—That © The ** ſitteth King for- 
ever a ay that 2285 NS 5 
over all.“ 1 | 5 

I x this light conſidered; the Deity is ; to be 
acknowledged, as that Gop, whoſe power 
and authority are ſupreme, ! univerſal and un- 
controulable. 10 | 22208 


1944 y 
Ir is not, \boweres, authority. or power 
alone, that forms the character, or gives an 
idea of the great moral governor of the uni- 
verſe; but this power, and this authority, as 
tempered with wiſdom, goodneſs, juſtice, 
truth, faithfulneſs, and other moral perfect 
ons neceſſary to a government founded in 
equity, exerciſed: in righteouſneſs, glorious to 
himſelf and a bleſſing to his creatures. 


IT would have been caſy to an ion] 


being, to have carried to effet the purpoſes | 


of his government, by the influences of bis 
ſpirit, or the word of his power; bur, for 
wiſe reaſons, the ſupreme Ruler hath been 
pleaſed to employ angels and men, as mini- 
ters in his kingdom; and to render even 
ſecond cauſes ſubſervient to the great defigns 
of his wiſdom, juſtice and goodneſs, in thc 
government of the world. 


Fox the glory of Gon, * the preſcrs 
tion of order and communication of happine! 


it 
« Pal, 29, 10. 4 103, 19, 


b 7 ty 

via. ors Sr 
it is 4 beib natural 3s rational to ſuppoſe, that 
government ſubſiſts among. intelligene Deg 
of, Nee ranks or n creation. 


Tr 3 the more ALL EN 
regard to the heavenly, hoſts, and thoſe bright 
intelligencies, who inhabit the celeſtial abodes, 
and are favoured with the neareſt approaches 
unto GoD, from the account the ſacred. ora- 
cles. have given; of the various names, orders 
and degrees ſubſiſting among them; as Angels, 
Arch-angels, Thrones, Dominion, Prineipali: 
ties and Powers, a „ 4 


SOMETHING. of. this kinds alſo, would, 
undoubtedly, have been advantageous, if not 
neceſſary, io have perfected the felicity of 
mankind, had they continued in a ſtate of 
nee and rectitude: And for the order, 
harmony and happineſs of ſociety and the 
world, it is reaſonable: to ſuppoſe, that rule 
and government would have taken place 
among men, however virwous, dentradeny 
or _—_ ins maty 715 20 52 | 

Taz fill greater pete of n an 
inſtiration to, the peace, liberty, ſafety and 
happineſs of individuals, of ſociety and the 
world of | marikind, ſince fin; luſt, paſſion, 
impet fection and cvery coil work have been 
introduced, needs neither time to —_— 
nor arguments to prove. | 

121 | Were 


4 Col. 1. 16, 


U 8 0 

WaEE there no civil government, jaws, 
mag ſtricy, nor Shields bf the carth, for the 
preſervation of peace the guard of liberty, the 
protection of ' proptity and the defenee of 
life, it is eaſy to ſee, and, without a ſpirit of 
; Prophefy, to foretell; what the event muſt 

be that anatchy, confuſion, blood and 
flaughter, waſte and deſttuction, would ſoon 
take place in the earth. The weak would 
be devoured by the ſtrong, the innocent, like 
righteous Abel, would become an eaſy prey 
to the vicious, abandoned and ambitious '— 
and the longeſt ſword muſt quickly determine 
the fate of mankind, *+ - > £06 TU 


" Hzexoe it abpears; Thad almoſt ſaid; to a 
demonſtration, that, under God, the ſupreme 
ruler, this wiſe inſtitution of civil government; 
this richeſt of temporal bleſſings to mankind, 
| rakes its ho from  Necef e been 
aan 

Ir 5s s true, muon ils the i propriety, 
convenience! points out the Ss and all 
the ſocial affections concur to urge the im - 
portance of civil government. But however 
engaging or intereſting theſe arguments might 
appear, to the wiſe, the bene volent, or: judi- 
cious, they would be, at beſt, but a ſecble 
ſupport to the peace and onder of ſociety; 
would never have availed, to eſtabliſn govern- 
ment, over tbe lawleſs. luſts of vicious, aſpi- 
ring, or bload-thitſty men. It is Neceſſity 
Nec. 2 alone, which combines men in 

973 74 ſociety 


ory" + 


11 


ſociety, and gives riſe to civil government: 
And had not mankind. been cffectually con- 


vinced of this nec gſity. and taught to realize 


that there was no hving without it, it is very 
much a daubt, whether ever ſuch an inſtitu- 
tion would have taken Place | In pus worlds a 


Tais Nevellity,.; in a great 0 at: Jeaſt; 


z founded in and takes riſe from the nds, a i 


5 WY KN vices of mankind. | 


*T'rs not Indeed 8 that. any ions 


man, or any number of men, have any natural 
right of ſaperlotity, or inhetent claim of domi- 


9 — 


nion, cr governmental authority over any oer 


man, or body; of men. All men, by nature, 
are free, equa! and indeperidenit, in thu muttar. 
It is in_compact—1# compact alone, th t all 


4 


Juit nen is gf 1 


Tue fir dpa in amel into aer 14 
toward the eſtabliſiment t civil gover ment 
among a people, is the forming, agreeing to, 
and ratifying an original compat, for the regu- 
lation of tlie State, deſcribing and determining 
the mode, departments: and powers of goyern- 
ment, wed the rights, n aud nn 
the ſubjects. 5 


Tas ſhould: be done by the . body 
of the people ; or by princes, leaders, of dele· 
gates, n 50 per r ot * 


w - — 0 . % * 
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It up, it may juſtly be re-clarmed, at leaft by 


* 
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Tuis right in the people, whether eme 
nag from a ſtate of nature, or the yoke of 
oppreſſion, is an unalienable . right 
which cannot be gwen up by a people, even 
though ever ſo much inclined to ſell or baer. 
fice it.— Vea, ſhould a people be fo loſt to 


themſelves, as, upon any conſideration, to give 


the next generation, who cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be deprived of their birth-right, becaule 
their progenitors, like Eſau, deſpiled and Par- 


ded with theirs. by 


E 
0 


Wulrr the forial compa ſubſiſts, the whole 


Nate, and all its members, are bound by it: — 
nu ſacred regard ought to be paid to it. No 


man, order, or body of men, in the ſtate, have 


- uny tight, power, or authority, to alter, change, 


or violate the ſocial compact. Nor can any 
change, alteration, or amendment, be lawful- 


ly introduced, but by common conſent. Any 
and every attempt of this kind, — the 
. Whole. 


FT remains, however, with the commnabls 


ty, ſtate, or nation, as a public, political boay, 
at any time, at pleaſure, do change, alier, or 


even totally diſſolve the conſtitution, and re- 
turn to a ſtate of nature, or to form ane w, a8 


wo chem ſhall ſcem meet. 


— 0 


* 
o 


” Wikis, eee admitted, it is evident 


. no man, or body of men, bouever wle. 
great 


29 


C 1} 


great or good ; no ſtate; nation, or power 
on earth, hach any right to make or impoſe a 
conſtitution of government upon another ſtate 
or nation; Such a conſtitution, however free, 
is a mars of dependence, a hadge of auer, 
the moſt <&iGavt thought of Which. the, high 
dpirit of a tee people would jultly deſpiſe, 


EQUALITY and INDEPENDENCHare 
the Ju/t claim. the indej eaſbie lurtb. right of 
men ;—lIn a ſlate of nature; as individuals; in 
ſociety, as ſtates or nations. Nothing , ſhort 
of theſe ever did, or ever will Satis) 0p or 
- Pearls trug free, truly brave. 4 „ 4073 


Tas js, 8 conquered nation. is OD 
to ſubmit to the terms, the laws, the conquer- 
or is pleaſed to impoſe: But thi: being matter 
of compulſion. and not of choice, alters nat 
the right. Ihe claim ta liberiy and indepen- 
gence remains the ſame. When opportunit 
offers, and power is attained, it is, beyond dil- 
2 the duty, as well PE right, of ſuch a 
2 of ſuch a nation, to aſſert their native A 

ty, to thake off the tyrant 's.yoke, to main- 
tain their equality and independence 
the nations; and either teſume their 5 
or eſtabliſh a new conſtitution of n 


er ee 2 %! 1 \ 


rox the whole, 1 this ha right, the viola- 
tion or infringement of which, yy any con- 
6 | ju fuß agen 


- 


* 
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the prineſples of reaſon, the hwy of nature; ar 
rules of equity. Even Gop himſelf, the ſus 
p:eme ruler of the world, whoſe government 
is ablolute and uncontrovlable, hath ever paid 
8 facred attention to this important rigbt, hath 
ever patroniſed this ee claim . the 
{ons of men. 


: Tur only conftiturion of civil government 
| that can plead its origin; as immediately from 
| Heaven, is, The 1 beocraty o/ the Hebrews. But 
even this gorm of government, though dictated 
by inffnite wiſdom, and wrote with the finger 
ö Gop, was laid before his people for their 
conſidera ion, and ratified, introduced and e- 
Rabliſhed by their common conſent, 


| Wrar form of government will Noh 

Gi beſt purpoſes to ſociety, and moſt effectu. 

ally diſplay the glory of the ſupreme Rulerꝭ in 

the good of mankind, is a queſtion truly deli- 

| cate and important ; ; and a queſtion, whichin 

| the hand of a Ber ty politician, might admit 
1 of a diſcuſſion both intereſting and entertain. 
| ing. But as neither time, nor capacity; will 

permit me to entet largely into io high and 

| "crea a Naben ; i hall fuffice to oblert oc 


an 1 9 


Tua re linleac muas wich the world 
and the hiſtory of A 3 in the ſeveral a- 
ges paſt, will cleatly decide, that no one con- 
ſtitu: ion, or form of civil government, can be 


aa poed to be equally adapted to — 
0 


111 


deſt prpoſer of ſuch nee every 
ane. nation or ſtate, ; 014094 


uur in the ciſe and progreſs of ſociety: 
different modes of government have been a= 
dopted and introduced, at different ſtages and 
ſucceſſive ' periods; cannot be doubted. And 
whether there hath not been, in many inſtan- 
ces, at-leaft, a gradation in the modes of go- 
vernmeat, keeping pace with; the pregreſs uf 
ſociety, in the ſeveral ages of the world, fimm- 
lar to that gradatiom wich is caſily obſeryed 
in the feveral ſtages and periods ot hnmanilife; 
is a queſtion, with all deference, ſubmitted to 
the candor and e 51 relpetiabis - 
«mbiy, . e93..4 4301 3 > 


Ar: ficſt üght, indeed, this a. 
may not have been obſerved; nor can it bo 
ſaid to have been the caſe, without many ex- 
ceptions. ut, in an attentive review / of the 
hiſtory of mankind, have we not ſeen; in va- 
rious inſtances, a people emerging from a ſtate 
of nature, and perhaps obicurity, with all the 
life, vigor, heat and zeal, asweell as undiſgui- 
ſed ſimplicity of !youth, entering iuto ſociety ; 
and their pulſe beating high ber /iberty, form- 
ing the /ecial compact aponſpridciples:of free- 
um, and eſtabliſhing a conſtitution purely po- 

: A form df civil goverment; in which 
evety man conſiders himielf a patt of the au- 


thotity, having a right to give his voice upon 
—_ law, A 
Iy 


— — 6 


Lie 


* I a ſueceeding ſtage, have we not ſeen 4 
people, perhaps the ſame, by gradual altera- 
tions and improvements, or by ſome thorough 
reform or revolution, like man arrived at ma- 
ture age, for wiſdom, firmneſs and ſtrength, 
leftabliſhing true liberty and à jertled civil ge- 
vernment, upon the more permanent baſis of a 
FREE COMMONWEALTH-? And under 


this happy form, flouriſhing for ages, and in 


the unmoleſted emoyment of the ſweets of 


treedom and the bleſſings of government, ris 
nag to the height of Rirength and tei. 


pe and plory 2 


{Mor enn Fave we not: ſeen, at ſons 
Aiftane period, this ſame ſociety, ſtate or na- 
tion, like man paſſed the meridian of life, and 


beginning to feel the infirmities of age a 


proaching, by infanvating corruptions, by 
influence of parties, the malevolence of . 
tions, and frequent diſorders, warned of its 
- danger, and reduced to the neceſſity of ſtrength- 
*ening the bands ot ſociety, and the powers of 
Sovernment, by a monarchial conſticution; 
-and putting the reins into the hands of a ſo- 
vereign, with certain limitations, to guard, a8 
much as may be, the liberty ot che ſubject ani 
-treedom of the ftate Kandy ed eds ant 
710 | | Oh 
In dae 3 * Merian 
5 the ſame ſociety, ſtate, or nation, like 
—_ in the decline of — bowed with che 


LOS 


_— 


broken z 


18.1 


broken; the ſpirit of virtue, wiſdom, liberty 
and firmneſs gone; the political body, filled 
with vicious humouts, attacked by | painful 
diſeaſes, rack'd with malignant diſorders, 
which ſurpaſs the political phyſician's {kill to 
heal or remedy ? In a word, cenvulſed to the 
very foundations, by internal eppreſſions and 
violences, by public tumults and commotions; 
and divided and rent by the furious factions 
of wicked, deſigning, artful and ambitious 
men, tending to and ending in 4#/00d- beg, 
aug bter and civil wars, which nothing but 
the hand and ſword of abſolute power could: 
reſtrain, quiet or controul—and thus prepared 
to be an caſy prey to the ' daring tyrant, 
- whoſe hand could ſeine, whole {wor n 
ſecure it 1 „ 
. Ir is not, Wied e chatthis hath 
been ſtatedly or literally the cafe, with nations 
that have entered into ſociety, and eſtabliſhed 
civil government in the world. But whether, 
in the riſe and progreſs of ſociety, and. the 
modes of government which have been adopt= 
ed by mankind, ſomething of chis kind hath 
not appeared, in various inſtances ? And whe- 


ther this, or ſome fimilar, gradation in the con- 
ſtitutions of government, at the ſeveral periods 

and ſtages at ſociety, are not natural and ne- 
ceſſary, rational and juſt; and, upon the hole, 
for the beſt, —is humbly ſubmitted to the 
" learned, . wiſe and LET A to 1 


— — — FW 


| ies o/ tyranny, and the ofppreſſor's yoke ; and 


[ 16 1 


*'CxnTAIN it is, | that as. different; ſocieties 
and iſtstes-may.require different modes of gos 
wernment;; ſo the ſame ſocieties or nations 
may require different conſtitutions, at diſtin& 
1 —— — 


Wu Brutus the Elder greatly dared to 
attempt a radica ] revolu tion, from an arbitra- 
wy to à free government, by the expulſion of 
the Tarquin, and the eſtabliſhment of a com- 
monwealth at Rome; the virtue of his fellou- 
Citizens, ſeconded und ſupported him: And 
the glorious' plan was carried: to effect to the 
3 'pexprefſible joy of e very friend” to liberty, to 
Jus country and. the rights of mankind. But 
when, from the ſame patriotic principles, Bes · 
tu u the Vounger, by the death of Julius Cæ- 
ſa; , deveral ages afterwards, nobly attempted 
the 1:deliverance of his country from the ſhar- 


to te- eſtabliſh a free government; the virtue 
of | bis fellow- citizens failed him; and Rom- 
Was enflaved, never never to enjoy the bleſ- 
MFings of liberty Or aijree government more 
And this was her choice. other wiie the 
-woulc i have rouſed, ſeconded and ſupported 
the ar ms and attempts of ſo faithful a friend 
and ſo valiant an Hero, in the glorious caule of 
.fFreedor.nand his country, t 
Uxot the whole, the proptiety qt impro- 
ꝓtieiy of this or that conſtitution or mode 

2 2 A govern men t 
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zodetnment, for this people or another, des 
pends upon a variety of circumſtances ; ſuck 
as character, ſituation, manners, cuſtoms, trade, 
connections, &c.—of which the people, are, 
or, moſt certainly, ought to be the beſt, it not 
the only competent judges.— And happy is 
that people, who, having the opportunity, 
have wiſdom to diſcern and virtue to purſue 
their ttue intereſt, in a matter of ſo intereſt= 
ing a nature, and ſuch laſting importance. 
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fate, thoſe Arcana Imperii, by which the 1 
artful and ambitious have inſlaved the great- Af 
er part of mankind, are totally abhortent to 11 
all principles of liberty, and paturally tend Ul! 
to ſap the foundations of civi'gavernmerit,: [i 
in a free commonwealth * i} 
A people have an ꝝznalienable right to [ 
know the conſtitution they enjoy, the go- [| 
vernment they are under, the laws they are [| 
ſobject to, and what is juſtly expected and 
required of them as ſubjects. 1 lf 


NexT to a good conſtitutich, thereforc;. 
ike laws of the /and are. the | inheritance vt | 
ine people. —Ail laws ſhould bear a refem- 1 
blance and carry the features, of the confli- _ 41 
t11on ; being deduced from its principles and | 
tcunded in its maxims. And, if 1 may be | 
allowed the exprefſion, the laws ſhould flow 
from the conſtitution, as the teams frog | i 

D 1 1 
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fountain, and even grow out of it, as the tree 
from the root, or the branches from the ſtock, 


| Ix is alſo neceſſary to the well-being of 
8 ' ſociety, that laws be adapted to the ſtate and 
| neceſſities of a people, and to the circumftan- 
j ces and cxigencics of the community. 


| IT is of no ſmall importance te the liber- | 
| ty of the ſubject, as well as the ſupport of | 
governmental authority, in a free eommon- | 
wealth, that laws be as few in number, and 
as plain, conciſe and expreſſive, in their form, Þ 
as poſſible. | ; 


IT hath been often faid, The more laws, 
the leſs government.'—The inſtitutions of 
Lycurgus, the great founder of civil govern- 
ment in Sparta, and the laws of Solon, the 

- wiſe lawgiver of the Athenians, under the 
happy ir fluence of which thoſe ftates, from 
ſmall beginnings, roſe to the heighth of 

| firength and glory, were few, plain, conciſe | 
and expreſſive. 


Wurn laws become numerous, or volu- 
minous, it indicates the decline of virtue, the 
weakneſs of government and increaſe of 
vice, For Jaws, taking riſe from neceſſity, 
hold up to view the vices, or crimes, they 
ate intended to ſuppreſs, as the reaſon of 
their exiſtence.—Several ages paſſed; in the 
republick of Rome, befote any law _— | 
or 


( 9] 


for the puniſament of a Parricids; evident- | 


ly taking for granted, either, that this crime 
had neyer been thought of, or that it was of 
ſo atrocious a nature, that no Roman-could 
be ſo debaſed as ever to commit it. 


I only add, that to render laws effectual, 


10 the purpoſes of their exiſtence, it hath ever 
been the care of the wiſeſt legiſlators, eſpe- 


cially in free fates, to have ſuch penaltics | 


annexed as are, not only apportioned to the 
malignity, but, as near as poſſible, expreſſive 
of the nature, of the crimes they axe intend- 
ed to puniſh, or ſuppreſs. 4 


Bur laws, however good in themſelves, 
or wiſely adapted to the ſtate and neceſſities 
of a people, can be of but little advantage, 
unleſs duly oblerved and carried to eſſect. 
Hence the neceſſity of appointing certain 
perſons to be rulers, of inveſting them with 
power and cloathing them with authority, to 
adminiſter government, and carry. the laws 
into execution. _ _ Civih 


4 Whether the multiplying ſanguinary laws and capital 
puniſhmen's, in a ſtate, can bg juſtified upon the pria- 
ciples of equity, or even ſound policy, is a queſtion 
Dot anworthy the attention of wiſe legiſſators.— And 

whether puniſhing certain offenders, with loſt ot li- 

derty, and hard labeur, af the oar, or elſewhere, in 

ſome places of public reſort, where they might be 
held np to view, as ſpectaclit of jullice in terrorems, for 

a certain term of years, or for life, aecordiag to the 

nature of their crimes, would not anſwer the ends of 
government & the purpoſes of civilſociety, better than 
even an ignominicus death ; is alſo, humbly ſubaiites, 
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Cir government, duly eſtabliſhed” and 


organized, is fitly compared to a' Shield, as it: 


is inſtituted for the defence and protection 


of the ſubjects and the ſtate. * And hence 
rulers and magiſtrates, being veſted and in- 
truſted with the powers of government, are, 
with great propriety termed Shzelds of: the 
earth, in the words of our text. —And as the 
powers of government give exiſtence to the 
Tuler, to the magiſtrate : So it is with rulers 
and magiſtrates to give life to the conſtitution 
and energy to the laws, by a faithful admj- 
. 
Goop and faithful rulers are raiſed above 
their brethren, to places of honour, truſt and 
authority, not for themſelves, but for the 
people, and the good of fociety. They are 
intruſted with ſeveral powers of government, 
that individuals may be protected and defen- 
ded in their life, liberty, property and rights— 
that the internal peace and order of ſociety 
might be preſerved; and that the external 
defence, of the whole, againſt the encroach- 
ments, violence, aſſaults, or invaſions of ene- 
mies, or oppreſiors, might effectually be pro: 
vided or. | . 


In this way, wiſe and faithful rulers ate 
Shields to the ſtate, and Shields of the earth; 
as by this bappy inſtitution, under their admi- 
niſtration, the wiſdom and ſtrength of the 
whole ſtate, may, at any time, be collected in 

. 8 defence 


[ a 7 
| defence of the publie, or of any part of the 
community, as occaſion may require. And 
thus every member is engaged for the peace, 
ſafety and defence of the ſtate ; and the 
whole for the peace, fafery and protection of 
very member: For theſe obligations are 
mutual, and equally ſacred and binding. 


In this light conſidered, rulers, by acee 
ing 4 ſeat or an office in government, are 
fitly ſaid to pledge themſelves, their faith and 
ſacred honour, and that in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, to the people For their fidelity : and 
to them are they accountable, 


Bur there is another argument, of yet 
higher importance, ſuggeſted in our text, 
which demands the attention of rulers of 
whatever ſtation ; and may not be paſſed 


$ N * 


over in ſilence. 


Ir is ſaid, in the words before us, — the 
Shields.of the carth belong unto GOD. © 


CiviL government, as hath been faid, is 
of divine inflitution. God, as Supreme, fit- 
tcth on the :hrone of his holineſti. All power, 
rule, or authority is derived from Gob. In 
ihe government of ſociety, ſtates and nations, 
men are employed to carry his purpoſes of - 
wiſdom and goodneſs to effect. And hence 
fivil rulers ate fitly ſtiled-—* the miniſters of 


Gon,” l 


122 J 
GD — 2 And in the languague of thy 


text. it may be ſaid, they belong unto GOD, 
in a peculiar manner, and in various relpeets 


Tie Gop, by his ſpirit and providence, 
who qualifies, raiſeth up and calls them for 
to publick view, in places of honour, truſt — 
importance, in the various departments of 
government. — Men indeed, may act freely 

in all their elections and appointments. —But 
after all, a divine agency attends them: — An 
all-ſuperintending providence is religiouſly to 
be acknowledged.“ the lot” faith the wiſe . 
man the lot is caſt into the lap: But the 
whole diſpoſing thereof, is of the Lok p.“ 6 
And in terms yet more nervous and expreſſive, 
the Pſalmiſt tells us, that promotion cometh 
neither from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor 
from the ſauth ; But Gov is the judge. 1 
putteth down one, and ſctteth up another.” 


C1v1L rulers belang.unto GOD, as it is his | 
power with which —— are veſted, in his name 
that they act, and by his authority that they 


adminiſter government and diſcharge the duties 


of their ſeveral offices and departments, wag 


| ther as ſupreme or ſubordinate. 


Civil. rulers belong unto GOD, as he hath 
explicitly directed them upon what principles, 
in what manner, and with what views they are 


to act in office and adminiſter government — 


That 
4 Kim. 13, . 6 Prov, 16, 33. & Plal. 75. 6: 


1 23 1 


That they: are to fear G0 D—hate covetouſe 

neſt—/hake their hands from bribes to judge 
rig htcouſly—to be no reſpeffors of, perſons in 

judgment —not to be afraid of the face of man: 

5 always to r [that the ue it 
OD's. 4 


ctv exlers; the Shields of the edrth/belong 
unto the LORD, as the end of their ad- 
miniſtration is the glory of Go p, and that bs 
might be greatly exalted, in the good of man- 
kind, Hence the apoſtle— He is the miniſſer 
ef GOD to thee for goad. 6 


In fine ; civil rulers. hs Shields of the 
earth, belong unto GOD, as they are under 
his immediate inſpection, as they are account- 
able to him for the whole of their conduct, 
in this character, and as their reward is with 
bim, God ſtandeth, ſaith the pſalmiſt © in 
the congregation of the ir: He — 
among the Gops.” s 


Derrur penetrated with a ſenſe of ehe im: 
portance of theſe conſiderations, a godd ruler 
hath the moſt engaging, as well as awakening, 
motives. to a faithful diſcharge of duty, and 
the moſt ſubſtantial arguments to ſupport him, 
under the weight and care of government. 


IT is, indeed, readily admitted, that rulers, 
ia devoting their time, talents and capacities 
IIS: 

3 Rom. 13. 4. 0 Pla". $a. I. 


D. at. 1. 17. &c, 


bo the-ſervice of the public; have à juſt eat 
to reſpect and ſupport; and, in an upright 
diſcharge of their truſt, they have a right, not 
only to a pecuniary reward, in proportion te 
the dignity of their: ſtations; and importance 


[£243] 


of their ſcrvices ; but alſo to the grateful a& 
ceptance and chearful approbation of an obli- 


ged people. And it is very happy indeed, for 
both rulers and people, when it may be truly 


faid of perſons in authority, as of Mordecaz, 


of old—that © they are great among their 
fellow citizens, and accepted of the multitude 


of their brethren, ſeeking the wealth of I” 


people, and {peaking peace to all their ſeed. 2 


BuT ſhould faithful rulers tail 4 fo juſt, *% 


well as pleaſing, a return, as hath fomnetinid 
been the caſe, they are not without pen 


f or reward. 


Tus fear. of Gov, the i religi- 


on, the approbation of their own minds, the 


acceptanee of their judge and the rewards of 


his kingdom, are ſufficient ' to ſupport. them 


under every weight, and to excite them to 


fidelity and perſeverance, under every diſcou- 


regement.—Neither the frowns of the great, 


nor the flatteries of the - multitude ;'nor yet, 


the more plegſing charms of future promotion, 
will ever be permitted to influence the -mea- 
fares, or direſt the conduct of the faith/ul 


ruler, acting under the influence of thoſe cxal» 


ted 
2 FA. 1e, 3. 
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fd ferulements) which raigivd Inſpites; Bot 
realizing what he ones to God, and what his 
country may juſtly require, he is faithful to 
the one, and true to the other. even though 
the OHruciſin a of the Athenians ſhould 'be - 
uon ad AWE: ves; Sabine 
4%, be /ſis makes a great ſigure in all the Grerb 
. Hiſtory, an octurs frequently in that of the Arbeni- 
| 305 — whom it is generally ſuppoſed to have bed 
* riſe. This pecaliar law was originally deſigned; as 
" guard to likeecry.; thongh ſometimes aunſell, to 1the 
pur poſas of liceatiquſneſs and faftica, „“ By this law. 
men, eminent, to ſuck, a degree, as. to thfeaten tha 
8 ate withidavger, were baniſhed for ten yeart- The 
method in which they precteded to infſict the Orac 
_was this : Every citizen took a pie ce of broken pot or, 
"hell, oof which having wrote "the dame of the perſon 
he would hate baniſhed, he carried irto's certain place 
of the firum, which was incloſed with rails; then the 
magiſtrates began to count the number of the ſhells 3 
for ft they were Teſs than fix thouſand,” the vote did. 
not take place; but if they ſurpaſſed that nutube r. 
they laid every name apart, aud the men W! oe ratue 


Wii foudd on the greateſt numter of mens "wis' of 


courſe exiled for ten years. | 
"This law ſp?aks & people jealous of their liberty to 
an ex reme.— For, however well intended; yer; throup!: 
' the craft of rivals id power,” or the it ſioutdeſt of 
 ntabitions and popular men, chis puniſhment lometimcs 
fell upen the worthieſt characters in the flate. 
tides, by the wiſdom of his councils, the ficmreſs cr 
hit eourage and the iuff xibiliiy of h's integrity, at 
home, abroad, in peace aud wer, had proved bio ſe t 
'an"Ulufirious pat iet, acquired the firname of ;, Ja, 
End obtaiaed the character cf the moſt worthy 424 
virtnous of the Athenians. — But theſe viry virtues 
aud this high reputation, were ar fully improved, by 

| his rival Themiſtocles, as arga rents againii bim, 24 
io prove him a man dasgertt to the flute. It way 
ſeem tragt (ſay the writets of the vniverſal hiſto-y) 
that Themiſtocies eduld raile the populse refoatmenc 
avzyinſt a mad amiable from praceable virtues ; yet be 
effected it by c. ufig it to be whiſpered abu“, rl at 

* F | Ariffides 
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his lot, and the fate of the noble 


reward, 4 


let l 


* 
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Cons draus integrity is a-folid ſupport. 
- A ſupport, which the world can neither\gizg 
nor. take away.—Like Cato, the virtuous 
roman Senator, to have done his duty, —ta, 
have approved himſelf to that GoÞ,*who' ſit- 
teth on the throne of his holineſs, is more to 
the good ruler; the true Patriot, than the 
apptobation or applauſe of united worlds. 
Witch a ſerenity: of mind, which no words 
. e n 
Ariſtide, having aſſu med the name of ju, arid aQting 
frequently as an umpire between contend pg parties,had / 
infenkbly ere cted a monarchy, though withou mp ( 
or guards,—On a (ſudden, and when it was Jealt ex- | B 
peer, citizeus and countrymen fl,;tked to the fe ht Þ 
and demanded the offraciſm. — When the magiſtrates 
ſiguiſied to him, thas ih: ofraci/zz fell upon him, be 
retired modeſtly ou of ib: forum, and as he went 
out, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and ſaid, I be- 
fetch the Gods, that the Athens may never [es that 
day, which ſha force them to remember Ariſtides “-f, 
What an <xalied piii! What ter. ic ſentiments! 
What a divine example {— This is the gord ruler —ihe | 
true Patrict—neicher the ingratitude of his iellow, 
citizen, nor the uvjuſt ſeverity of bis own ciuel fate, | 
could remove [ig love from bis country, or preyent 
his prayers ſor th: bleſſiug of heayea upon an ungrate - 
ful people, who, for his faithful ſervices, had juſt ex- 
clute! him the rights of ſociety, and drove him inte 


baniſhmeot. | 3 
_ + vid. vaiverſal Hiſt. vol. 6. p. 377, 378, &c. 


4 Pericles, after many and cminent. ſ:rvices rendered 
to the fiate, in the courſe of « long and fathtul ad- 
minifiration, was anjuſtly, as well as iojudiciouſiy, 
diſmiſſed, diſgraced and fined by the ftherians ; and 
this at a time when his preſence, council, and directi⸗ 
on vers more needed than ever. Ibid, p. 445+ 
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un expreſs ſuch a ruler moſt 'chearſully leaves 
it with heaven to eſtimate his fidelity 8 

tion the reward. His only requeſt i- 
that of pious; Nebemiab, the faithful gover- 
nour of Judea, — Think upon me, O my 
Gon, or good, according to all nl dun 
. lo thin! people." 6 * 11200 290 bog 230(o? 


A; OTH BR: thing 5 the ends af 
400 government, and, to render! it a bleſſing 
to ſubjects and a Shie/d to the ſtate, is the 


doncurrence of the people, with their rulers, 


in their faithful endeavours and unremitting 
Tanten for. e . and cxtornal de- 


A frored regard. to the conſticution, a Foal 
fol: obedience to the laws, and a-reverend 
ſubmiſſion to the authority of, choſe. who arc 
veſted with the powers of government, are 
as much the duty of ſubjeQs, | even in free 
ſtates, as it is of rulers-to. be faithful to the 
truſt repoſed in them by the people. The 
obligations are mutually binding, equally 
indiſpenſible, and equally neceſſary to the liber- 
. afeip, proſpericy, and bappineſs ol ſociety. 


Tur beſt n the wiſeſt laws, 
and the moſt faithful rulers are all in vain to 
a perverſe, tellleſi- faction remiſs or d iſobe · 


dient people. 2 , [443 / 08-7 285 9 
* Neb. x. 19, do 
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Ir a people violate the conſtitution; trim 
ple under foot the laws, caſt contempt” on 
authority and deſpiſe government; or "faik 


when lawfully required, to make thoſe exert 


tions for defence, which the cdgencies of the 
ſtate may demand; they muſt thank them“ 
ſelves, and not their rulers, for that ruin which 
threatens and will moſt certainly overtake 
them In the” language of the prophet, it 
may juſtly be ſaid to ſuch a people,“ thine 
-own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy 
backſlidings ſhall-reprove hes D :JINVE 
Rifnersion dae zen TUT136T uon o 
Tur apoſtle Paul obſervess that the 
powers that be, are ordained of God” And 
juſtly confiders civil government as an ordt- 
nance of GOD. And' that fulers ure Fhe 
miniſters of Gop”, to a people, *for good. 
From hence he concludes, that a people ſhould 
acknowledge their authority and yield an 
obedient ſubjection: And expreſsly days, 
that they muſt needs be ſubject. no: only for 
wrath, but aiſs for conſtiente fue. V1 


Wet rt i 


Tux ſubjection here injoined is not abſo- 
Inte, or that paſſive obedience add non vg 
ance, ſo abſurdly preached up, in the darker 
ages of the world: But that obedience and 
ſubjection to good and faithful rulers, which 
the ſoeial compact and the Jaws of the land 
require. And without this, government is 
at an end. «vi 
bs * 21 


4 Jer. 2. 19. 6 Vid. Rom. 13. b'gig. c Ibid. ver. 5. 
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Ir tulers arc not ſeconded and Tapy ported 
by che people, in the exerciſe of their Wackel 
rity, in the execution of the laws and rhe 
adminiſttation of government, their beſt at 
tempts. their moſt upright endeavours will 


never avail to the purpoſes "Intended by fuck 
an inſticatipn, ., oped 
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Ir is with e people to add kife to the 
conſtitution, 'ctjergy to the; laws, and dignity 
as well as ſtrength to government: And that, 


both for internal peace, order and freedom; 


and external defence; againſt all who openly 
oppoſe, aſſeult'or invade the ſtate, br 
1184 0 < 2 01; % 

Ina word; as by the ſocial bat, the 
whole is engaged for the protection and de- 
fence of the life, liberty and property of each 
individual; fo each individual” owes all that 
he hath} even life itſelf, to the ſupport, pro- 
tection uche fene e of the whole, when the 
exigencies of the ſtate require it. And no 
man, whether in authority or ſubordination, 
can juſtly, excuſe himſelf from any duty, ſer- 
vice or exertions, in peace or war, that may 
be neceſſary for the publick peace, liberty, 
ſafety or defence, when lawfully and con- 
ſtitutionally called thereto. 


As in the body natural, 1 d as pant and 
members are neceſſary; and in their places 
ſeverally concur to the. health, ſtreagth and 
dezuty of the whole: Sg in the body politick, 
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all concur to the health, ſafcty and happineſs 
and defence ol the ſtate, 4 | 378 BIA 


ſtrength impaired and its conſtitution indan- 


ceeutive, thoſe of the judicial; ar, the judirial, 8 


[ ge 1 


a well regulated - ſtate; « . Gmilar. adjuſtment 
takes place—And as all parts and members 
are neceſſary: So in their place and uſe, they 


of ſociety j and to the beauty, ſtrength, glory 


WHEN the parts are difadjuſted, the body 
is out of health, and the conſtitution in dan- 
ger.—80 in the body | politic, if. the parts are 
difachulted, , its health will be jmartedy its 


gered. I hus when the legiſlative aſſumes 
and exerciſes the ' powers, by gonſtitution, 
veſted in the executive department ; the e- 


thoſe of the legiſlacive ; or either of; hem 
1 hen there is an evident diſadjuſtment of abe 
parts, in the body politick, which tends to 
confuſion in ſociety, jumble in government, 
danger to the conſtitution and deſtructian to | 


the commonweal. a angus 
| id: 166 131 rf 7 Ag 1 
As far us human wildem and foreſight could. avail, 


to prev nt any thio g of thi: kind. the pecple of this 
— have af: med and declired it, as — 
important rights ; that * in be geverommnt. cx ide 
(500 CIs "ihe hep Patio. de par ment hall} 
4 never ex veiſe the ex Tuiive and judicial powen, 
« or eicher of them: Tho executive ſhall gevet ezer- 
«*« ciſe the leg ſladive and judicial powers, or Either} 
% of them: The judicial Gall rever exerciſe tho} 

. © legiſhtive and executive powers, or either of 
1 them: To the end, it may be 4 gremien ( 
. © LAWS, and not of MEN.” Great atievtion was 
Paid to this ineflimable right. in ſertivg the depart- 
ments and adjuiling the powers of * by 
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Ir is df the higheſt importance to the 


well being of ſociety, that evety man; that 
all the members ſhould know their place, 


ind the duties of their ſtation, u the Com- 
mon wealth, whether in authority, or ſubor- 
dination: And evety thing that tenda / ta aw; 
alteration, or abridgment, of the powers of 
government, on the one hand, or of the 


ple, and put all upon their guard. AJ 1 2 


Fon inſtance: The compromiſe of indivi- 
duals, the plans of a junto, the ſehemes of 4 


faction, or the intrigues of à ct for the 


diſpoſal of offices or the obtaining elections, 
have a threatning aſpect on the libei ties of 
the people, the powers of government and. 
the conſtitution itſelf, Julius Cæſar would 
pever, perhaps, have had it in his power, to, 
have totally ſubverted the republict of Rome, 
vſurp'd the government and ſcated himſelf 
on the imperial throne, had not bis way thereto. 
been paved and prepared, by the private 


compact and artful compromiſe between Fom- 


fer the Great, Craſſus and himſelf, which 
; | 4 formed - 


thoſe who aſſiſted in framing our New conſtitution. —- 
How far they ſucceeded in fo difficult a Work and 
lo critical an attempt, the public will judge, and 
time and experience more fully diſeover.— At. preſent, 
however, it muit bs allowed, that the proſpect beſora 
d in not unptomiſiag. 


———— === 
- M) 
, 


«we - 
þ "Gangy 


+ - 6 — 
-_ 


_ 
— — — — — — * 
wr =. a4. + 3 * 
ſi * 


Cer es Tre 


t * 1 


form'd: the firſt triuinvirate, that àppe red iu 
that great Commonwealth, a nd lor 
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-/In all ſuch caſes, therefore, %% Fa: 

79115”, is) a good maxim, and wortby the 

attention of all? And the firſt appearances. 
8 \ hd wo : 
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"a Pcnipey and Cæſar were not yet at dpen enmity,” nor 
Nee rivals e ter the /ormer, having" dee eg 
eps, which clearly indicated his ambitious yiews ; 
latter ebuld not content himſelf with "any thing ſhoye'sf 
the ſame ſupremt pewer” to which bis rival aſpid, To 
2ccompliſh the purpoſe of this ambition, Ceſar conſidered 
the conſulſhip as an effential ſtep, In order to his ad - 
varcemer.t to the conſulſhip, as well a to «#:Q his ulti- 
te deſigns, Ceſar found it veceſſary 0 avail himſelf of 
the it fluence not only cf Croffas his rich and powerſ 
friend, but alſo of Pempey his rival 3 and to ſerve himf 
af both: Ard this gave rife io the vrtſul compromiſe we 
Have mentioned, In this. remarkable compact, ompey 
and Crofſus, as well as Cz/ar, had urdoubredly their 
vient: But to adopt the words of celebrated biſiofiats/ 
*f C-/ar's management, vpon this cccaſion,. was a maſters 
« piece of policy, and the foundation of his future gran- 
«© deur, The two citizens, who at this time thats the 
„ "greateſt figure in the republic, without diſpute, were. 
** Pompey and Croſs; : but theſe two powerful citizens | 
„% were declared L . ard, all things con ſidered, tpucti 
„upon a level,” As they both had great intereſt, Ca: 
„ plainly ſaw, that he could never obtain the cob ſulibip 
«« withon! gaining one or other of them to his cauſe ; but 
the difficutty was, which to choole. If he cloſed with 
* Pompey, he would meet with a ſtrong oppoſitian! from 
„ Craſſus's frier as; and if he joined Craſſus, be was ſure 
% to have all Pompey's party againſt him. He therefore 
„% updertock to reconcile the two rivals, and by propoſing 
to them a triumvirate, in which ſhould be lodge d all the 


«* authority of the ſenate ard people, he prevailed upon 


«5 them to make up their d ferer ces, and enter into 8 
„ ri friendſhip with each ether. In order to make 


» their confederzey the more indiſſoluble, they ſolemnly 


„% bouud themſelves, by mutual oaths and prcmiſes, ta 
« {Ui each her, ard io ſuffer nothing to be underta- 
* kea or excenied without the vnaniqous corſert of all 
+ three, „ Thus 
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with abllottebce and check'd with ſeverity,, i 
by all orders of men in a ree Commonwealth, 
es they are ffiends to their country and wilh tt 
preſerve the liberties of the! eople, the 25 


ers of government, or the ribtns ef the con- 
Rigutipp, inviolate, to the State. 
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' Tris 22 "b always kebeffiry. wy 1 
more cſpecia}! of itiporrahce'\ when ficſt. el 
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tering into Tot Ye AY or when Yn evo 

und 4 new f tm or coplti= 
tutidn” of © fete is Ne Bad 
precedetits are exſts ; and fatal c cons 
ſequences commonly 2 Ni Meth if 1 
fonably checkrd ab effe@ually etultied; — 


Tur ud Hog which we ſhall menti0 20 
becklhey to the well-being of, Tociety and this 
ek of a free i a is the cofdial Soft 
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. Thus was ihe Act anne 2 ved 
2 5 rt decame a, prey cd three mens WO dy 505 
P ll their ugite par ies, nr dilpoled 9 al: ' 

digaitics and employmens in che Con eifth“ 
15 pid we te long ſtrangeri to the m) — ot this oe 
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reconciliation of P Pompey and aff us ; 
« oongratüfated. by: my 1. of met 705 dai wd 


« it about. Cats alone NG vom evil fray mg 
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7 Kr e liberty 8 De porno 1 ened 
70 to him lit vai th late lee tdi 
ele Tais taſſoctation ſubſiſtt d do the death bf Ci 


272 e Aab eden of the ce 5 


* Vid. Uaiverl. Hic. Val, 13. P. 150, 151. 
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gurrence of all orders of men, in authority and 
ſubordination, in a ſaered regard to religion; 
in a devout acknow)edgment of their depen» 
dance upon Gov, his providence and bleſſing, 
for all the benefits they expect to derive from 
a ſettled civil government. 3 


Tus ſentiment is evidently ſuggeſted in the 
words of our text.— be peophe, whoſe princes 
are here introduced as gathered together to 
conſult for the common good, and tranſact. the 
public affairs for ti e government and defence 


of the nation be prope, whoſe rulers are 


here termed fields of the earth, and juſtly 
faid to belong unto GOD; In a word, the peo- 
ple, in whole ſettled government and flouriſh» 
ing ſtate, God, the ſupreme ruler, is ſaid to be 
reatly exalted, are ficly ſtiled tbe people of the 
OD of Abraham, — a people in covenant with 
Gop.—A people of his fear—of his praiſe," 
A people deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the 
Deity, his government and providence ; anda 
people who cordially acknowledge their do- 
pendance upon him and their indiſpenſtble ob- 
ee to fear and obey him, and to preſerve 
and exerciſe a facred regard to his worſhip, 
and to the doctrines and duties of that holy 
religion, which he had taught by his word. 


Tux importance of religian and morality, 
and. a devout acknowledgment of the governs 
ment of heaven, to he ſuppor t of order and 
— in; 222 "8" OI 

74 f | k tale N 
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. 


| teaches, and what the common ſenſe, as wel 
as univerſal praclice ot ma kind, in all ages 
and nations, concurs to cophrm, J 


I civilized nations, and where civil governy 
ment hath been eſtabliſhed, many cit ics and play 
ces of importance may be found without walls, 
without guards, and even without weapong 
or any Preparations for common defence: 
But it is not. eaſy to find any without, a fempie, 


an altar, a grove or ſome other price appoint 
ed and appropriated to the purpoſes of religion, 
the acknowledgment of heaven, and the wor- 
Dip of che Deity, in ſome ſhape or, other, 


© Int all he free ſtates of Greece and the great 
Republic o/ Rome, the regard that was paid tp 
the worſhip of the gods and the rites of reli- 
gion, was conſtant, punQual and expenſiye ; 
and in many inſtances, eſpecially on great oc- 
cafions, roſe to the height of ſuperſtitions An 
no affair of importance to the hberty of the 
pe ple, or the ſafety of the ſtate, in peace or 
war, was undertaken, without a religious ac- 
Kknowledgment of their dependance upon heg=. 
ven and the influence of the gods, 


L 


% Tus great C:\MILLUS who was twics 


ſalgted The Delivgrer of his country, to 
awaken in his fellow citizens a ſenſe of the 
importance of religion, appealed to the Romans 


faety and happineſs of ſociety, is what reafog 
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when they carefully ſerved op, or worſy 

« XxnornoN very juſtly obſerves, * That 
Cyrus, one of the beſt” and greateſt kings of 
Pers, laid the foundation of, that powerful 
Empire, not ſo much by his valgur, as by 
His religious acknowledgment of heaven, and 


14 
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8 | 1 1 118 
' Bur to inſtance f rom a yet igher authos 
Tity : Doth Rot the holy prophet of the.Lory 
both reprove and exhort the king of Judab, 
— 2 1 lin Il - MALES 
in terms Which clearly expreſs . the bigh j 
portance of a ſacrẽd regard to the precepts of 
religion and morality, to the fatety, happipeſs 
and flouriſhing Nate of a,peopl * 
and faithful *expoſtulation— 3} not thy Ja- 
Ther cat and drink, and dh juſtice and judgment 

and then it was well with bim? He Fudge th | 
Cauſe of the poir and nei dy, then it was we'd 

with bin: Mas not this to know me 7 > 

WA_—_—_. 
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my Wt | 
Wurn the Supreme Ruler of the world 
gave notice to Moſes, the great law-givec, 7 5 
the Heorew nation, that the ITY his ad- 
miniſtration was haſtening, and the time near 
at hand, when he muft quit the high ſtation 
He held at the head of the commonwealth of 
Vrael, for a more exalted ſeat of immortal glo- 


. * , 


Vit? 
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lk = is 
y in his kingdom, aboye, — It ĩs ſaid, He call- 
00 a ſolemn 1 Tf the people; and; ha- 
ving recapitulated : o heads of the conſtitu- 
tion Gop had given them, and rehearſed . 
ſummaty ot the ſtatutes and precepts of thi 
religion, he had made known unto them, he 
cloſed his addreſs, and took his leave of the! 
with this expreſſive and pathetic ;exhortazio! 
ſaying. Set your hearts unto all the words 
which I teſtif among you this day; For. it 
not a vain 1775 for you; becauſe it is your 
life: And through. this thing ye ſhall prolong 
your days in the land whether ye go over For- 


4 213 Of 221107 9 
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Tur truth is, religion, more eſpecially as 
tanght by the ward. of Garen enforced by | 
the powerful arguments and engaging motives 5 
of the goſpe] of -Ye{us Cbriß, is the ſource g 
liberty, the ſoul of government 2nd the life of 
a people. —lts doctt ines are ſublime, its pre- 
cepts excellent, its motives, pętſuaſive N 
dear ing, and its rewards rich, glorious and 
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 R+11610x infpiresthc ſoul with the noblett 
ſentiments, inflames the heart with the pureſt 
affections, and forms the man for evety virtue, | 
for every ſervice, which Gop or his coun- 
ary way either erpect or require. 
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. Irs benevolent precepts are all contained-in 
eve to GOD. and love to men. And where 
——  - — hi 


ws 


Deut. 33. 46 & 47. 
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this divine affection takes place, Inſpires che 


ſoul, watms the he rt, influences the temper 
and governs the condutt ; piety to Gon, ab 
Juſtice aud 8 to men, will mak, didi 
guiſh and dignify the charadier. And the 
Tame divine principle, penetrating the hearts of 
the various orders of men in ſociety, and per- 
wading the ſtate caunot fail producing the bap - 
pieſt effect.. Vice and immoralicy, wicked= 
Tels and tnrighteouſnefs, in every form, in e- 
very character, will ioon diſappear ; And ole 
tice, temperance, truth and loy +,—every vir- 
tue, every grace which adorns human nature, 
or tends to the peace and happinets of laciery, 
will quickly | take their place, 


' Unpex the ſacred energy of fo yod-like a 
e. rulers will become true F atristi, real 
ne actors; the people willing and obedient 
ſubjects : And all orders of men vill moſt 
"cheerfully concur in every meaſure which wif 
dom can diate tor the common good, 
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Ina wo reli. ion among a people, in ity 
power, purity and governing influence, is the 
guardian of liberty, he ſtrength of governmeny 
the energy of laws, the band of fociety ty, La 
both the glory and defence of the ſtate, RA 


4 dimes eaipertty.” a people, that bare 
made Gop their fear, and religion their care, 
may reſt aſſured” of the eſtablihment aud con- 


Kipuanes of their 9 late. Is! 
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In times of perplexity, when dangers ſur- 
round, oppteſſors t eaten, or enemies invade, 
tuch a people have Gop for their refuge: And 
committing. their cauſe unto him, in the way 
of welt- doing, may humb!y expect thar light 
will ariſe in darkneis, that the powgr of the 
appreflar - ſhall be broken, that their enemies 
mall not prevail againſt them, and hat Go 
will maintain their right and their cauſe, 


Ar all times, under all e at 
home, abroad, in peace and war, loch a —— 


„ 


of his prefence, 1 and 'vbieſng, may 
fay eh. the Pla)miſt— ! The Lo v is on my 
fide, | will not fer: What can man do unto 
me?: _—— Hoppy is that people that is in ſuch 
8.cale : Tea, happy is that 1. * GOD 
is 1 4 5 * . vi. N 


ee 


ns and the bind of the earth, _ they 
ought to be, employed for the good of man- 
kiad. But it may, notwithſtanding, be juſtly 
faid,that this is not always the caſe. And the 
queſtion may till be aſked— How, then, can 
it be aflerted;. ** That the ſhiclds of the carthy 
writs unto Son * 


bron this queſtion it. may be obſerved, 
Fas it is admitted, that TH& $HA4KLDS OP 
Fa 118, 6. f 144+ 15. TE 


[ 4 ] 
nr EARTH may be ieverſed The powers 
of government may bs abufed. Rulers, hoW@ 
ever promiſing” at firſt, may become opptel- | 
ſors. Yea, this hath been too often the fact. 
But ſhould this be the unhappy cafe; and, 


centraty to the juſt expectations of Gov and 


men, ſhould he fields bf the earth' bt revet- 
ſed; and turned againſt thoſe whom they were 
intended to defend, it alters not the truth ot 
ropriety of the aſſertion. The ſhields of 
the earth ſtill belong unto Gon :“ and the 
Lox Dd till Biretiy' on che throne of his Late 
neck.” +: bee en eg Iv 
1 0 *& „im 
Sve is the nature of the divine poverns 
ment, and ſuch the wiſdom of the Supreme 
Ruler, that good is brought our of evil, Even 
the oppreffors of mankind are the fervants 6f 
Gcep; and their oppteſſious are ſo over - tuled 
as to be ſubſervient to the deligny- of -inBinits 
wildom and eg in the moral govern- 
ment of the World, e 1 1 


6 
12 


27 HE [ties of be oO Peer the ved 
ers of government abuſed, may de and are 
over- ruled in providence, o as to be produce 
tive of great good to ſociety and mankind. 

vp 

sven, inderd, is the inertia of mn in 
8 that they are mote proue to unde 
ſubmiſſion, than the contrary, Even a 2 
government is better than none, in the 
mation of the ue of the world. Aud 
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ſo great is the riſque, the uncertainty and dan 
get attending the attempt of a revolution, that 
it is not an eaſy matter to perſuade a people, 
even under an undue exerciſe of power, 10: 
riſe and refiſt, They will bear much, and 


long, before they can be brought to unite in 
ſuch an attempt: but there are degrees of 
oppreſſion beyond bearing; and which man- 
kind, unleſs totally loſt. to all ſentiments-of 
liberty, and entirely broke to the yoke of ſla- 
very, will not ſubmit to. And it is wiſe. 
io Gob, and happy for a peaple, when the 
ſtrides of oppteſſion are permitted to be ſa. 
great, and the violences of oppreſſors ſo haſti- 
ly increaſed, as to .ruuſe them effectually be- 
{ore it is too late, 0 
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Opp +8085 are fitly called, The ro1 of | 
Gop's anger, and the ſtaff in their hen | is 
his indignation,” They are wiſely enploy- 
cd by the Supreme Ruler, to correct the er- 
rors, reprove the vices, and reform the di!or- 
ders of ſocieties, nations and ſtates. Th:y are ' 
more eſpecially improved to rouſe and reſtore. 
ihe true ſpirit of liberty, when decl ning 3 
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and to bring on a total revolution, if neceſſary, | 1 
to the preſervation or reſtoration of ſa ineſtia tl 
mable a bleſſing. F 4 | 
ii 

: Ingrances of this. are too nymeraus and ll 
tpo well known, to admit of Gilputce j 
| nt g ' 
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As it was the afflicted ſtate of Gop's peo- 
gle Jſrae, that moved him, in mercy, to 
end Moſes to deliver them: ſo it was the op- 
preſſions of Pharaob and the cruelty of the 
ta- maſters, that gave weight to his meſſages, 
and effectually rouſed them, in the face of eve- 
ry danger, to aſſert their freedom, and attempt 
their deliverance from the Egyptian yoke. 

| 8 


CHRISTENDOM would never have been 
rouſed, with firmneſs, to have attempted to 
free themſelves from the hierachy of Rome, 
had not the oppreſſions of that power put 
them upon the expedient, 


Ir was a long ſeries of injuries, and intole- 
rable oppreſſions and cruelties, which taught 
the United States of Holland to aflert their 
native freedom, independence and ſovereign- 
ty, againſt. the power of Spain, then at the 
meridian of its ſtrength and glory. | 


BRITONS would never have ſo frequently 
reſiſted their kings, and flown to arms in de- 
fence of their invaluable rights, had not the 
iron rod of oppreſſion convinced them of the 
neceſſity of ſuch ſtrenuous exertions, to pte - 
ſerve and protract the remains of liberty among 
them, N 


Ir was the oppreſſor's hand, in church and 
ſtate, whiem drove our worthy enceflers ſtom 
Zhoic native la ud, in the face of eyery danger, 
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„ 
every diſlreſs, to ſeck a ſecure retreat for the 


unmoleſted enjoyment of Liberty, civil and re- 
ligious, in the inhoſpitable wilds of America, 


AnD the ſame oppreſſive hand, which pur= 
ſued and perſecuted this injured people over the 
wide Atlantic, from time to time, in /awleſs 
claims upon their rights and liberties, under . 
Gop and providence, hath been the means of 
preſerving and tranſmitting that glorious ſpirit 
of liberty, for which the Colonies of America 
have been ſo illuſtrious, in the ſeveral periods 
of their exiſtence, 


Aus, to add no more; a ſeries of oppteſſive 
meaſures, and lawleſs claims of abitrary power 
adopted and purſued by the Court df Great- 
Britain, in open violation of the moſt ſacred 
chartered rights ; — arms to'enforce obedience; 
and the power of the Britiſh legiſlature to 
© make LA binding upon the Colonies, IN 

ALL CASES WHATSOEYER,” being o- 

penly aſſumed and declared, rouſed and raiſed 
the ſpirit of LIBERT L, in the FREE-BORN 
SONS of AMERICA, to the higheſt pitch. 
And, no other alternative being left them, but 
the SWORD or SLAVERY ; theſe Colonies 
heſſitated not a moment, but unitedly declared 
their choice of the former : And GREAT — 
DARED TO BE FREE !1!ll 
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Taz! important Die was caſt; and the ho: 
tions ARA of Liberty commenced !—The 
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CE zi ſword. 
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(word o e rawn ; and the 
innocent blood ot our brethren, ſlain at the open- 
ing of the intereſting conteſt, was the cement 
of the unicn, and /ea! of the freedom of theſe 
injured american States !“ 

g ALL 


* Lexington w2s the place in which a juſt Gos was 
pleaſcd to permit heftiiiitzes. between Great Britain « 


. America, to commence. The perſons who fff /ell vie- 


tim to the ſword of the oppreſſor, and who were FRO- 
TOMART IRS in the g/orioxs cauſe of LIBERTY and 
TUhei! country, were inhabitants of the town ;. aid it was 
way loc ta be an eye witneſs of that horrid ſcene of blood- 


ſhed and faughter which opened the war — To be an 


eye witne/s ot the uvprovoked, ungenerous and ur juſt af- 
Cult. of about eight hundred Brit:f regular troops, up- 
on fifty or ſixty undiſciplined Americans, who neither mo- 
Jefied, nor had it in contemplation to oppoſe them, 
unlefs drove to it by the Briton;, in deferce of them- 
eives, their rights and their country. —— - To 
Yee the ſword of violence drawn, the INNOCENT 
BLCOD of our brethren murder cu/ly ſhed, ard the famer 
of war burſting upon us, without notice. without provp- 
cation; when war was neither procleimed, nor ſo much 
as prof: f{-dly threatened : acd this by a prirce and na- 
tion which, for ages paſt, had ſuftaired the character abd 
g'oried in the appellation of The ParentState :— B a na- 
tion, from hem we had aj ft right to look for protection 
and defence, ag-iuft every ale, invader :— To fee war 
commenced vpon us by ſuch a nation, fo related for no 
other reaſon by! becauſe we were unwilling to give up our 
moſt ſacred rights, as free men and a free people ; ard 
this 100, with various eircumfiances of indigrity ar d in- 
ut. was, add muſt have been, afcing and diffireſing in- 
de:d - Aud the more ſo tons, a be. who, tilt theſe 
unhappy and impolitic meaſures— ill this urjuſt and bar- 


bor us war. took place breathed loyalty to our ſovereign, d 


the fircereft affe ction and reſpe& for the Mother country, 
Lar guage woutd fail to repreſent, and words to expreſs, 
the feclings of a free, a brave, a generous, a loyal people, 
upon ſnch an alarming eciſion !—Ner can it be juſtly 
ſuppdſed, that au but thuſe who have fecn and 2 


* mT 4 
ALL AMERICA heard the alarm, deeply 


felt the wound, and bravely roſe to revenge 
their brethren's blood, and join the co on 
cauſe 1 ile ATE 


To Heaven the appeal was made — By Hea- 
ven, the claim was ſupported That Gop, 
who ftteth upon the throne of bis bolineſs, the 


- Governor 
ock, can form an adequate idea of its real and iutereſſ 
ing eff.as, F py +a # | »0f ; J 


But however diſtreſſing, ſavage, or ſevere theſe barha< 
rous meaſures of a bed thirfly oppreſſor, mig ht, at that 
time, appear to the inhabitants of Lexington, Who were 
eilled' by Providence to receive the ſhock——however un- 
righteous and cruel it raight ſeem to the it jured, the i- 
born ſons of America; — The hand of Gov: avd ef Prosi- 
dence was ia all theſe things,” The wiſdom and goodneſs 
of the Supreme Ruler ſhould be devoutly acknowledged, 
as gloriovfly diſplayed, io over-ruling theſe 3&3 of but - 
rage, barbarity and murder, as the meant of the'greateft 
good 10 this irjured and oppreſſed nd. 


This nngenerons, u- juſt and barbarout manner of open · 
ing the war, hath effect d more, perhaps, in the cauſe of 
freedom and America than the wiſdon and connſel of all 
the American States, or even united worlds, could have 
done. This ill timed ſeverity avd marderons eruelty of 
the Britiſh tro-pr and the Britiſh ecurt, have anſwered 
the met valuable purpoſcs to the American” canfe —It 
er fi: med the refolute; firengthened the we, k. eftabliſhed 
the doub ful, ercouraged the timid, gave a ſpriug to the 
faint-heaxted. rouſed the flupid, aud ſilenced the perverf ; 


ard Happily produced that unjon of fentiment; and _ | 


exeritogy of power, in the nabe conteſt Which no offer 


 Beaſures, ia human probability, won'd have ever eff: ct - 
ed Ard to apply the expr:flive words of 7o/-ph to his 
brethren, it may fitly be ſaid—to the haugtuy Britons, — 
* As for you, ye thought evil againſt us; but Gop meant 
it uuto good. to bring to paſs as it is this day, to fe 
much people alive,” Gen. 30. 20% 
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; Governor among the nations, he Patron of the 
injured and oppreſſed, hath plead our cauſe, and 

maintained our right to freedom, equality and 
independence: And given us a name among 
the nations of the earth. | 


© Taz wildom of the counſels, the firmneſs 
of the reſolutions, and the equity of the mea- 
Iures of the United States, in Congreſs aſſen- 
Sled ; and in the ſtates reſpectively:— The 
exertions that have been made, in the cauſe of 
liberty and of mankind ; and the ſucceſs which 
hath attended: — The Articles of Confederation 
which have been formed and compleatly rati- 
Ked, by all the States, as the baſis of freedom 
and mutual ſupport :—And the griout revo- 
| dation, that hath taken place in America; as | 
they do honour to human nature, and engage 
| the attention of an admiring world; being 
tranſmitted by the pen of the faithful hiſtori · 
an, will be a ſubject of moſt pleaſing con- 
templation, to all true lovers of liberty and 
the rights of mankind, in ſuccerding genera» 
tions, to the end of time. _— | 


* I the riſe and progreſs of this intereſting 
oonteft, the ſmiles of heaven have appeared,in 
the ſupplies afforded, in various inſtances, when 
needed moſt ; by capturce from the — . | 

wes 3 e 


* Witnefs the lat ge ſhip taken from the enemy, by the 
} brave Capt. Mug ford, in 1776, and ſent into the port of 
13 Bals, laden chiefly with Powder, 40 the amopur (if * 


- 


191 


the generoſity of friends, and the kindneſe of | 


ſtrangers: And alſo in the generous ſupport, 
and effectual aſſiſtance, of thoſe powerful Rates, 
who, with a benevolence of ſpirit, and mag- 
nanimity of conduct, which does honour to 
themſelves and mankind, have effentially fa- 
voured and patronized our cauſe, k 


Tur Gor, who girded Cyrus, of old, and 
called him bs ſhepherd, to raiſe up his afflicted 
people, oppreſſed under the Babylaniſb yoke, 
and to reſtore them to their country, their te- 
ligion, their liberties, + and their poſſeſſions. 

inſpir 
miſtake not) of about 1500 barrels; and this at a time 
when we were in the myſt critical ſituation, for want of 


ſuch a ſupply of that eſſential article. 5 


Witneſs alſo ſeveral other large and valuable veſſels, ta- 
ken by our privatecrs, and ſent into Salem, or elſewhere ; 
faden with fre-arms, mortars, ordnance florer of various 
kinds, eloathieg, proviſions, &c. &c —Articles neccf}ary, 
uſeful, ſeaſonable and importznt, to our military ope - 
rations— In theſe, and many other inſtances, the 
providence of God bath been apparant and wonderful, in 
the courſe of the war; and ovght to be gratefully remem- 

bered and devoutly acknowledged, by this people. 


+ Should it be ſaid here, * That the cr were not 
reſtored to their liberties, by the deeree of Cyrus, upon their 


return from Baby/or: ; but were flill a dependent people 2 


and even Tributaries to thePerfian princes.” —lt might be 
anſwered, —*That it is readily granted, the children of /. 
racl were not reſtored to a flats of perſedꝭ freadem and in- 
dependence, by the Cecree of Cyrus, upon their return 
from Babylon to Judea. —I[t is acknowledged they were 
Rill depeadent on the Perfan tings. —Nor could they, in 
the fituation and circumkances,in which they were at that 
time, have deſired to be lcls dependent, upon en 
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;nfpited the King of France, and the powerful 
nation under his government, from principles 
worthy the character of a great=a benevolent 

K Prince, 


wir C, | 
5 | u court, than that generous deeree o!Cyrus made them 
2 Juſt emerging from a let and difirefing captivity, it is, 
A eaſy to believe, they were nos in a eap<ciiy to ſupport and 
| defend themſelves in their former iudependence; even tho* 
W it had bten granted them, in the fullefl ſenſe. It wat their 
| ſafety and happineſs, that Gos appointed Cyrus bis an 
| their (ſhepherd, that under the wing of his patronage and 
*y protection. they mip ht fecurely return to their country, 
8 tak: puſſeſſon of their lands, rebuild thei: ci ies and the 
* temple, reſtore the worſhip of Gop according to the Levi- 
fical inſtitution; and re-eſtabliſh their laws. polity and 
government, agreeable to that divine conſtirution, which 
God had given to their fathers, by the hand of Moſes = 
In ſhort, the revolution, inthe «Firs of the Hebrew nation, 
which toc k place: under this benevolent prince, ad in confes 
quence of the above mentioned decree, was a glorious reve- 
aut ien —A revolution, in and by which the people of Gan 
mt were redeemed from captivity. & reftored to their country, 
it their po ſſeſſious, and their laws, /ibertier ard religion, in 
| all their peculiarities ; and to a greater degree of national 
freedom and independence, than ever they could have es- 
Qed or promiſed themſc ves, in their late depreſſed, ſcat» 
tered, inſl⸗ ved and captivated ſtate, Agreeably we find not 
only the decree cfCyras ; but the ſeveral prophecies which 
have referrerce to it, or to him as the deliverer of Gon's 
people ; and even other eminent prophecies, conceroing 
the return of the Feu from the Babylonian captivity, ex- 
preſly repreſenting their reftoration; in general, as full 
and compleat ; ard without any iet or drawback, For 
further light and ſatisfaction upon this ſubje ct and queſ - 
tion, vid. and comp. theſe following places and paſſages in 
ſeripture. Ezra, chap. 1; throughout. chap. 6, fick par 
Iſai 44. 28. Ibid. 45. 1-55, aud 13. Jerem. 29, 10. 
eſp-cially that iliuitrious prophecy, Jerem. 30. eb. 18, 19. 
a0 and 21 ver. ; | eee 1 
$233k 7 a * | pry » 50487 i 
I only add, that, in my ref renee to Cyres, and the prov 
concerning him, tbe judiciozr reader will .eafily ſecs 
hat the main poigt in View, was not to illegrate the com- 
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Prince, and 2 viſe and politick vation, early 


to favour the cauſe of theſe injured infant 


ſtates : And finally to take a decided part, 
and make our cauſe there own, by a public 
treaty,. both generons and juſt, and nobly 
founded in e p ln and ene 
dence. 


Tur 8 refalting t to the United 
States of America, from their happy alli- 
ance with ſo puiſſant agPrince and ſo powerful 
a nation, in the courſe of the war, are too 
many to be enumerated, too important to 
have eſcaped notice, and too well known 0 
ace d a mention. 


Tur acceflion of * power of Spain to 
the common cauſe, brightens the proſpect 
And the late addition of the United States of 
Holland, and, probably, of Ruſjia, and all 
the powers of the armed neutrality, in con- 
ſequence of the unjuſt meaſures and unheard 
of outrages of Britam, muſt, under Gop. 
give the cleareſt aſſurances of an happy iflue ; 

W -0 and 1 


p'er*nefs, or e of that freedom 2nd liberty, ro 
which Gop's people were raiſed, by the kind, the gene- 
rous and eſfectus l interpoſitioa of Cyrus, for the ur, te- 
d:mprinn and reſtoration 5 but h- hand of COD. nrd 
the wiſiom and prodneſ} of his all ſuperinterding previdente, 
in direting the mesures, ir flnenciag the pe ey apt! 
over-ruling the coxndut of men, princes and kings, cf 
Hates and natior z, and powers on earth, ſor the ef- tp 
the parpoſes of his benevclence, in be ſr pport and a 
lief of au afflcted people, aud the redswpiica and talrs- 
tion of the wjured and oppre fed. 
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and of the compleat eſtabliſhment of the 
ſreedom, independence and fovereignty, of 
the United States of America; if we are not 
criminally wanting to ourſel ve. 


AM1DsT the convulſions, the ravage, 
bloodſhed and diſtreſs that have attended the 
war ;—amidſt the great and complicated ex- 
ertions, we have been called to make, in this 
all- intereſting conteſt, we have ſeen, to the 
glory of Gop and honor of America, a 
degree of internal peace, order and unanimi- 
ty, far beyond what could have been expected, 
in a ſtruggle of this nature, and in effecting 
a revolution ſo extenſive and important. 


In a word, to the honor of Gop, who 
ſitteth upon the throne of his bolineſt, as 
Governor among the nations, to the joy of 
America, to the diſgrace of eur enemies, and 
Ws! +; the aſtoniſhment of the world, we have ſeen 
. theſe infant ſtates, in the midſt of the alarms 
* and ſhocks of a diſtreſſing war, and in the 
face of every danger, rifing from a ſtate of 
dependence and obſcurity, to a ſtate of liber- 
ty, independence and ſovereignty, * And with 
a ſpirit. of wiſdom, firmneſs and reſolution, 
which, perhaps, hath never been equalled, 
forming conſtitutions and eftabliſhing govern- 
ment, upon the baſis of freedom and the 
ſolid foundations of juſtice and equity. 


UNDER 


T9 41 


UNDER the ſmiles of heaven upon this 


Commonwealth, in particular, have we nor 


ſeen the ſocial compact formed, and a conſti- 
tution of government ratified, introduced and 


eſtabliſhed, with a degree of unanimity, which 


could ſcarcely have been looked for, in a 
matter of ſo delicate a nature and ſuch. laſting 
importance A Conſtitution, which, for the 
ſolidity of its principles, the liberality of its 
ſentiments, the importance of its rights, the 
wiſdom of its arrangements, the proptiety of 
its boundaries, the adaptednęſs 4. its ĩnſtituti- 
ons, and that ſpirit, of liberty: which inſpires 
the whole, may juſtly vie with any other 
upon the continent, if not in the world. 


Unpx this happy Conſtitution we have 
ſeen, to univerſal ſatis faction, that bleſſed 
prophecy, concerning God's people, after their 
return from captivity, literally fulfilled unto 
us. Their. congregation {hall be eſtabliſhed 
before me: their nobles ſhall be of themſelves, 
and their Governor ſhall proceed from the 
eds of them.” 4 - gp 


Tur energy and happy effects of a Conſti- 
tution, thus formed, ratified, introduced and 
adminiftred, have been too clearly ſeen and too 
ſenſibly felt, by this greatful people, to admit 
of diſpute, or even a doubt. 1 

AY 


s Jeremiah 30, 21, 23. 


I. c + — — 4 Amen — 
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May we not, — yea, rather, ought we not, 
upon this joyful occaſion, in a deep ſenſe” of 
our obligations to heaven, to aſcribe the glo- 
iy of all to God, and devoutly acknowledge 
that this is the LORD's doing. ; it 18 mar bel 
tous in our ezes !—a eng 


* 4. 14 4 


T11s day, which defuſes the mile of free: 
dom,—the joy of liberty, in the countenance 
of the true Patriot, of every friend to his 
country and mankind, is a freſh evidence of 
the care and benevolence of heaven to an in- 
jured people, —a new teſtimony that Go» 
hath. not forſaken an oppreſſed land. 5 

This day js great, as it is the firſt,” on 
which we commeniorate the goodneſs of Gop, 
the ſupreme ruler, in the bleſſings of a /et- 
tied gruernment.under a Conſtitution eſtabliſh- 
ed on the pur eit principlesof liberty and equity 


Pts day is great, as it is the firſt, appoin- 
ted by the conſtitution, for the ſated meet> 
ing of the Princes of this people, —the fathers 
ot the Commonwealth, in General Court: 
And it is alſo great, as it commences an ARA 
» Anmver/arzes, for the ſame joyful purpo- 
es. to commemorate and partake of the 
„befugt of LIBERTY and a FREE G0. 
VERNMENT, which(we truſt in Gop) will 
dad, but with time itſeit!! )))! 


ON 


2 Lain. 
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Ox this joyful day we ate Jnvited to. ſee 
Gop, the ſupreme ruler, on the throne of. his 
holineſs, the ſaviour and defence of ana ited 


Jand ©: The princes. of, the peop ople of, 5 
Gop of Abraham gathered together” : 

„The Shields of the earth, The a 8 of 
every. department, devotiog thewlelves to th 

ſervice of Gop ind their country, i in devout 


end, that Gop might 
the good of. * poop! ©, by the 9 Ir CD 


'To add lutite 5 10 he joy ops this tay,” we 
behold, 4 | ſecond ine raed, to the chick ſeat 
of government, in this Commonwealth, by 
the free ſuffrages of the e people, 4 Gentleman, 
whoſe patriotic principles early, engaged the 
attention of his fellow-citizens ;—whol, e uni- 
tormity of conduct, in the ſeveral offices he 
ſuſtained, effectually gained "their eſteem ;— 
whoſe firm attachment, to the liberties, of, his 
country, and determined reſolution, at cr 
riſque and in che moſt trying times, to do a 
in his power to ſupport them, eſtabliſhed their 
confidence: In a word, a Gentleman, whole 
diſpoſition, ability and integrity, in the ſervice 
of this and the 5 nited States, have been tty- 


ed and approved ; and whoſe name it Muſtri- 
ous, both as proſcribed by Britain, and as 
authenticating that glorious act, by which the 
Juited States of America are forever ſeparated 
rom her, and declared 0 be 4 free end inde- 
ſendent N AT! ON. | | 


As, 
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A, this is the "higheſt mark of eſteem and 
ednfidetice, in the power el an obliged peo- 
ple to give; it cannot fall of being à fy port 
o His EXCELLENCY, under the, weighs 
14 perplexing cue ot gavernment, e 
pleaſing inducernent to thoſe returns of at- 
tention and fidelity, in the duties of his high | 
ſtation, which they may july expe, 


Wr are all6 happy, this day, in beholding 
the next ſeat of government filled with a 
Gentleman, whoſe amiable diſpoſition, excel- 
leat qualifications, patriotic ſpirit, lopg experit 
ence and faithful ſervices, in various depatt- 
ments, have endeared him to the people, and 
eſtabliſhed a confidenee in him, as worthy 
that exalted ſtation, to which he is called by 
the general voice of the citizens of this free 
Commonwealth, | 11 


AND to compleat the gladneſs of our hearts 
upon this joyful occaſion, we ſee the princes 
of the people, the honorable, the members of 
the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives, de- 
legated by the ſuffrages of their brethren, 
from all parts of the ſtate, gathered together. 
and in General Court afſembled, to conſult 
the common good and tranſact the important 
affairs of government.—And, as the firſt Hep 
ef importance, we behold theſe princes of 
the people, theſe Shields of the earth, in ſolemn 
aſſembly, in Gop's holy ſanctuary, met, reli- 
giouſly to acknowledge their A upon 
| 30D, 


[55 1 
Gop, the ſupreme ruler, and devoutly to 
implore his preſence, direction and bleſſing.— 
O may that G0 D, who ſitteth en the throne 
of bis Bolinzſi, who is the fountain of wiſdom 

and Father of Bght?;—exen that Gov, whoſe 
ear is ever open to the fincere prayers of hit 
people, ſend them his blefſing*and an anfwer 


of peace 


May the moſt high Gop take theſe. 
SHIELDS of the earth, this day, under his 
immediate care and patronage, guidance and 
direction. May the ſpirit of Gop and of 
glory deſcend and reſt upon his EXCELLEN- 
CY, his HONOUR, the hanorable,. the Coun- 

cil, to be choſen, the Senate and the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives : And may the divine 
preſence and bleſſing attend them this day, 
and in all their councils, debates and govern- 
mental acts, through the whole courſe of the 
year. Thus may it appear to all this people, 
that the Lox p hath directed their choice ; 
and that theſe Shields of the earth, theſe rulers 
of the people, do, indeed, belong unto GOD, 
are devoted to his ſervice and inſtruments of 
/ his glory. \ 44 


 THar plainneſs of ſpeech which hath been 

adopted in the whole of this diſcourſe, may 

| well ſuperceed the neceſſity of any particular 
application, by way of addreſs. —The whole 

| is intended as an humble addreſs to the fathers 

of bis Commonwealth, and to this reſpectable | 

* f | aſſembly. | 
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-fſembly eds any thing bath (YL 
werthy attention, ot adap ted to the occasion, 
we truſt in the candor = the aſſembly f 2 
cordial reception. Whatever is of. a diſſerent 
complexion, is net BKV to be wade better, 
by any thing f urther added, to, fp it more 
acceptable. 


* * 


Ou political fathers, however, will permit 
me, with all deference, to obſerve . 


© THAT the elections of this day; n 
which,” agrecable to the ſocial compact, ate to 
take place, as the firſt buſineſs of the General 
Court, (however limited) are juſtly conſider- 
ed, as intereſting and Important. 


WHEN we conſider the importance of the 
executivs department, to a due adminiſtration 
of government ;—The high rank of Coun- 
ſellors ;—How much the power of the Chief 
Magiſtrate is limited by their advice, in the 
diſpoſal of places, the appointment of officers, 
and other things intereſting to the communt- 
ty—or the important influence they have in 
the adminiſtration of government, and the 
management of the great affairs of the Com- 
monwealth zit ſhould influence to the wilc(t 
ule of that power of electlon, with which 
the honorable Senators and NN 
by Conflitution are vel! ed. 


K 1 
J 8 


* 


£1 ; 
ts the election limited ?—Still there is 4 
choice, A choice, which made with wiſdom, 
and fidelity, may be of great utility to this 
Commonwealth. 0148 


IT is no impeachment of the abilities, ho- 
nor or integrity of any man, to ſuppoſe, that, 
in a body of wiſe, great and good men, there 
may be different talents — improvements, 
and diſtinct characters, that may have an o- 
pening for exerciſe, and ſhine with a peculiar 
luſtre, in different departments of civil go- 
| vernment; Ng ne ils 5 
| Wuar theſe talents and charaQers. are? 
how to be diſtinguiihed,in whom to be 3 
and where to be plated, for the purpoſes ot 
government, and beſt good of the Com no- 
wealth, is not for me to determine. Bat 
certain it is, theſe are queſtions of no 
ſmall importance to the public good: An 
queſtions, to which our honored civil Fathers. 
will give that attention, which their intereſt- 
ing nature demands. 708 

Nor only to preſerve, as diſtinct as poſſi- 
ble, the ſeveral departments of government, 
| that ſo they might be a mutual check upon 

each other; but alſo to give dignity es 
vernment and energy to the laws, as. well as 
eaſe to adminiſtration, were evidently in view, 
by adopting this branch ia the conſtitution : 
And it cannot be doubted, that, not only m__ 
vw 


—_ a - — 


＋ 2 —— ¶ — io —— — ——— —— —ͤ— — 


£ 
4 
: 
: 
: 
, 
£ 
f 
1 
: 
„ 
* 
* 
4 
74 
1 


_—_— Err 


20 
Sh Wn 


L 8] 
who. aſſiſted in adjuſting the conſtitution, but 


alſo the people at large promiſed themſelves 
much from, this 21g department, 


Tux election of counſellors, therefore; 
however limited, will always be juRly conſi- 
dered as @ /acred depufit in the hands of the 
General Aſſembly, of the higheft importance 
to the liberty and ſafety, the peace and proſ- 
perity of this Commonwealth. And; with 
all deference, it may bedaid by the people, up- 
on ſuch an occaſion, ©* We claim it as our 
right, That, among thoſe who are returned 
for Counſellors and Senators, the pet ſons beſt 
qualified to ſerve Gop and their country in 
that exalted department, be elefed to 80. 
r board.” And may Gop ſend a perfect 
ot — | 


Tur foundations which have been fo hap- 
pily laid in our neu conſlitution, are to be 


eſtabliſhed: and, we truſt,in the hands of wiſe 


and faithful rulers, and by a good adminiſtra- 
tion they will | be eſtabliſhed for © The 
FOUNDATIONS OF MANY GENE- 
RATIONS.” 


Muc depends upon the ſteps that have 
been and are ſtill to be taken, under this con- 
ſtitution: and to derive the benefits and bleſ- 
ſings we promiſe ourſelves and poflerity from 
it, the greateſt care ſhould be taken, not only 
to preſetye the conſtitution itielf, in all it 
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parts, ſacred and inviolate; but alſo, as much 
as poſſible to have the genuine ſpirit and prin- 
ciples of it inſpiring /the laws, and directing 
the exerciſe of the powers of government. 


Wx "Wa ſeen, in the preceeding diſcourſe, 


a ſpecimen of the importance of attention and 
fidelity in rulers, and fomething of the nature 
of the engagiag and powerful motives heteun- 


to: As allo the glorious rewards which thote 
are intitled to who are faithful and. perſevering 


in the diſcharge of the duties of their ſeveral 
offices and ſtations, And ſurely there never 
was a time when the calls of Gop, of provi- 
videnc? and our country, to the practice of 
theſe virtues, were greater than the preſent, . 


MANY things, intereſting in their nature, 
and important in their conſequences, demand 
the attention of our civil fathers, in the ſeve- 
ral departments of government ; but eſpecially 
in the Genera Court = Inattention and remiſi- 
neſs are at all times inexcuſcable, in thoſe who 
have accepted ſeats in government or places of 
truſt and authority; And I need not obſerve, 
that at ſuch a day as this, they muſt be cri- 
mi nal indeed! The. laws, diſtributive juſtice, 
the order and peace of ſociety, the internal po- 
licy and goverament of the Commonwealth, 
and the trade and. commerce ot the land, are 
ſubjects which ſtatedly call for -the care and 
attention of rulers and government. The till 
wretched ſtate of our medium, by which trade 
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is obſtrudęd, the poor of pteſſed, the courſe 


ot juſlice, in matters of property, retarded ; 
the community defranded, the public faith 


and public credit perplexed, is truly affecting, 
and demands immediate confideration ; and if 
anv thing within the limits of human wilgom 


and penetration can yet further be thought of, 
to re nedy ſo great an cvil, it is fervently ho- 
— it will not pe the notice of theGeneral 


ourt, 


Taz declining fate of religion, morality 
2nd virtue ; and the great prevalence of vice 


and immorality, irreligion and profanenels, in 


almoſt every form, and in the various orders 
and ages of men; it is humbly conceived, are 
ſubjects, not only important in ihemlelves, 
but of the higheſt conſequence to ihe well- 


being of ſociety, and call aloud for the inter- 
Poſition of rulers, who are ordained of God 
to be à terror 10 evil doers and to evil works, 
In vain do the teachers of religion and even 
the amba a ſadors of Chrift preach and teach the 


importance of religion,the excellence of virtue, 


and the neceſſity of morality, juſtice, tempe- 


rance, truth or righteouſneſs ; while vice, in 
Its various forms, is winked at by authority, 
and! iniquity eſtabliſhed by law, 


I wouLD not be underſtood, as uppeñ vg 
this to be our caſe ; but rather to expreſs an 
earneſt deſice to prevent it, by thoſe timely 


 Exertions which wiſdom and policy, as well 
8s 


#3. 


as picty and gedlineſs, teach us to make, for 
the glory of Gop and good of ſociety, —And 
certain it is, that much depends upon thoſe.in 
authority, and much is expected, and much 
may he done by our civil fathers, by well. 
Judged and. well-executed laws, for the ſup- 
prefling and puniſhing of vice and immora- 
ity, and the engouragement and ſupport of 
religion ang virtue. | 


Bu r after all, it is by example, a living exs 
ample, of juſtice and righteouſneſs, temperance 
and chaſtity, faithfulneſs and integrity ; and 


that glorious aſſemblage of chriſtian graces 


and moral virtues, by which human nature is 
adorned, and fociety rendered happy, that ru- 
lers give energy to laws, effectualhy ſuppreſs 
vice in its various forms, encourage virtue, and 
introduce and promote a thorough reformation 
among a people. —Virtne in high ſtations 
| ſhines with an 1ncreaſed luſtre, hath an exten- 
five influence; and ſweetly atracts the atten- 
tion and engages the imitation of all around, 
But without this, reproofs are in vain, puniſh 
ments ineffectual, and laws to little or no pur- 
poſe. 


Iv a word, a want of attention to religiqn 
and virtue, in rulers or people, may blaſt our 
wiſeſt counſels, ſap the foundations of our. moſt 
raiſed expectations and bring confuſion on all 
cr mens. 4 
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Wrru grateful ſouls 40 anke to 


heaven, we revere and admire the wiſdom, the 
piety and policy of our fore-fathers, in the 
early and effectual care they took, even while 
weak-handed and yet in an infant ſtate, for 
the good education of children and youth.— 
Laws, for the ſupport of grammar /chools, in 
the ſeveral towns, were made, eſtabliſhed and 
ſacredly regarded. Colleges were founded and 
endowed, and cheerfully and . generouſly ſup- 
ported. Theſe inſtitutions have been, for ſe- 
veral generations, the ſources of light, of 
knowledge, of literature, of liberty and reli- 
gion ; and under Gop, the happy means of 
forming many worthy characters, fer eminent 
uſefulneſs, both in church and ſtate, And to 
Theſe inſtitutions, we are not a little indebted 
for that knowledge to diſcern, that wiſdom to 


"Nate, and that ſpirit to defend our rights and 


liberties, civil and religious, for which the in- 


| Habitants of theſe States have been ſo juſtly ce- 


lebrated, in the preſent conteſt ; and which 
Have introduced and eſtabliſhed that glorions 
revolution which hath taken place in America. 
May the preſent generation be impreſſed and 
inſpired with the ſame excellent ſpirit ; and 


may it be encouraged and prevail, in thoſe that 


ſucceed,to the end of time 

Iux Univerſity at Cambridge, the Americas 
academy of arts and ſciences, and all other in- 
ſtitutions for the promoting of /zterature, ate 
moſt fervently commended to the care and 
civil fathers of this Com- 
kI 17% Tn 
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monwealth. 
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Bur it is not ſo much in the high 

ments in ſcience, to which the learned fem, 
may arrive, as in the diffuſin 's common and ſe- 
ul knowledge in all orders of men, that the li- 
berty and ſafety of a free Commonwealth con- 
fiſts. The /ormer may flouriſh, and in fact. 
have been encouraged, and carried to an e 
nent heighth of glory, in deſpotic ſtates, w ile, 
the latter hath been depreſſed; and even at 
the ſame time, that it hath been the uNgenes; 
rous policy of perſans in power, to frown up 
on, and artfully to diſcourage. the, means 
common education, and to keep the multitude” 
in the loweſt ſtate of ignorance, that thus they | 
might be fit tools to carry to effect the purpoſes 
of oppreſſion and arbitrary power; and be: 
continued in a ſtate of favery, without ever 
knowing, either the loſs of their liberty, or there: 
right S as men. 


Ir hath been ſaid, Q The law is the inert 
tance of the people. Il wish to Gon, that 
multitudes of the people of this Common 
wealth, had no reaſon to complain, that they 
have been abridged of a precious part of this in- 
heritance, in that too general neglect and cons 
tempt, with which be lau, for keeping gram- 
mar SCHOOLS in the ſeveral towns; hath 
been treated ſor a number of years paſt.—lu 
the name of Gop, our country and oſterity, 
it may be pertinently aſked— What. | 
of the chiidren of the poor, - the idem, an 
them that ba ve ne Belper, when, fo uſefal, 

gs neceſſa 7 
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xeceffary a law is trampled under foot How : 
can ruſers be faid to be /reids of the earth, 
and to belong unto Gop, while authority is de- 
ſpiſed, and the laws evaded, diſpenſed with, - 


or ſet aſide with impunity ?—ln fine, ma) it 


not be aſked, whether more is not to be feared, 

with regard to the liberties of a people, and 
the well-being, ſafety and proſperity of a free 
fate, from the ſhameful negte& of the inſttuc- 
tion of children and education of youth, in ſo- 
ciety, than from the ſword of an enemy, or the 
power of an oppreſſor? -- Röorzis 


A nvmber of other quefiions might have ben perti- 
nently -{\ked here: —A:— What becomes of the 04th; of! 
grand -jurers, upon the queſtion, Whether their towns, , 
are provided with grammar /chool-maſfiers, according to 
Jaw ?'— What /ort of fehoolt have been kept ?— What 
hind of maſters have been, at heal, s often, employed. 
* What the orders, the prayers, the means of ioſt ution, 


. 


and education, in theſe ſchools are? — Whether ary 
ſchools, -at all, bave been kept, and how long, or what 
proportion. of the year, in towns where the aforementida- 
ed Jaw hath been evaded, diſpeuſed with, or ſet aſide ?. 
&c Kc Tue arſwer to theſe, or other queſt;ons._ upon 
this ſubj ct. I leave to thoſe who know what belongs to 
ſchool! education, and to all candid, impartial, wife and 
jadicious obſetvers, to make, —_—— 
Too thipys were, undoubtedly, in view, by our wor- 
thy «ncefiors, in the ſtanding law for grawmar-ſchools * 
Both tendiog to promote learning and knewledge in the 
commenity.—One was, that towns being ob'iged, under 
cet ain penalties, to provide themſelves with well gualifi- 
ed granimar /chool-maſiers, the people in general, the poor, 
ns well as rich, might, without immediate per oual ex- 
pence, be provided with good means of iuſtrudion an 
education for their childrec. | 
The cther was, that parents or friends, whoſe circum» 


, 
* 


Rances were not affluent, might be induced to encourage 


» gening ard inclination for learing, in promiſing chil- 


des 


To 1 Þ 
| Ruth ks ate ſtiled Pields of the earth, * R 


more eſpecially belongs to them, to look to 


the protection of ſocicty and provide the des» 
tence of the ſtate, | 


STANDING armies are abhorrent to the 
firſt principles of freedom, and dangerous to 
the liberties of a free Commonwealth, The 
iwotd, in the hands of the free citizens, is tho 
protection of ſociety, and the ſafety and de- 
fence of a people truly brave, truly free. — 
May I he permitted to alk, whether the (word 
is in the hands of all the inhabitants of this 
Commonwealth! Whether 2 the people 
have arms Y Or, whether, having arms, they 
are caught the art- military, and the uſe of 
their arms, ſo as to be effeQually prepared to 
oppoſe an invading enemy, upon the fb reſt 
notice? 1 „Lr neee 
1 = £ 

, 1 TAE ' | f ; 1 
dren or youths, by giving them a liberel edueation : nook 
this pre umption, that as ſoon as they had per ſect id theic 
fludies at Cyiſege. and received the henors of an 271i 
ea/ cdue ation, they might immediately ſupport the uſelveny 
by engagirg in ſehools:— An empwyment ſuitable to 
their eoarafter, honorable to themſeives, and vietu! 10 ſo- 
cie'y.—And I believe it may, with the greateft triith, bg 
added, that this corfideration hath often determined pa- 
rents and others, to give their ſons, or other promiſing 
youths, a'public education; which othe: wiſe they would 
not. And thus mary a good ſcholar ard worthy charter, 
hath beeo introduced to public vſcfploeſs, ia eturoh or 
Rate, which, but for this law, muſt have been loſt io tha 
Public, and remained in obſcurity, l 
P Had I ſeen or known of the late exc-ll:nt and wells 
adj nfted militia ad, before the writing and deliveriug this 
1icourle, I ſhould not, perhaps, have doubled the avdi- 
* 6 
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Tur Gop, who fitteth upon the throne 
of his holineſs, in the riſe, progreſs, and even 
unto the preſent ſtate of the great conteſt, in 
which we are engaged, hath gloriouſly ap- 
py for our help and ſupport, in number- 
eſs inſtances. And it 15 not eaſy to ſuppoſe, 
nor is it agreeable to the general courſe of 
divine providence, that ſuch beginnings, 
fuch goodly foundations, as, at this day, are 
ſeen, in the ring States of America, ſhould 
be cruſhed or overthrown.— But their deli- 
verance, their freedom and independence may 
be greatly checked, and their riſe, growth and 
glory, ſhamefully retarded, by the inattention 
or remiſsneſs of rulers, or the negligence and 
languor of the people. | : 


Has the glorious ſucceſs of our arms at 
the Weſtward, and the ſurrender of General 
Burgeyne and his hole army, in the year 1977, 
been followed with ſpirited meaſures, and 
backed with thoſe exertions, which wiſdom 
and ſound policy dictated, and which the Uni» 
ted States were able to have made; we may 
rationally ſuppoſe, it might have gone far to- 
war ds the reduction of the enemy and haſten- 
ing a peace, upon terms of juſtice and equali- 
ty.— How this ſucceſs was improved, is not 
pleaſing to remember May paſt omiſſions 
prove leſſons of witdom, for time to come. 

| Tux 
ence with theſe plain and intereſling queſliops: every 
thing neceſſary to a well- regulated militia, beipg foly 


@omp:chended and provided for in the 28.—1 
Suey wiſh it may be fitiftly cbiu ved. 


1. 4 1 


Fus preſent year is important, and ſeems. 
to open upon us, big with the fate of Ameri - 
ca, —of Europe, and, perhaps of the world of 
mankind.— This is the intereſling criſit, tor 
which the enemy have waited, and to which 
they have looked, with anxious expectation, 
as the period for the ſucceſs of theit arms and 
the ſubjugation of America. And it is. both 
natural and juſt to ſuppoſe, that this year al. 
theic ſtrength, and 2// their rage, will be put 
forth, with the utmoſt energy of exertion, 

May GOD ALMIGHTY defeat and diſap- 
point them ! !—But can we expect, if we are 
wanting to ourſelves, or reluctant and negli- 
gent in making thoſe ſtrenuous exertions; to 
which we are ſo loudly called, by Gor and 
our country, that the defized ſucceſs will at- 
tend ? ot | , 


To rouſe all our attention, and give the. 
ſpring to the nobleſt exertions, may we realize 
more deeply than ever, the greatneſt of the 
cauſe, and how much is depending upon its 
ſuccels. May we ſeriouſly contemplate the 
diſtreſſes of out S ing country; and with. 
all the feelings of humanity, call into vie, 
the ſufferings of our brethren in the hands o 
the enemy, and the ravage, the waite and de- 
ſtruction, which mark the ſteps of Brisiſhß 
cruelty, throughout the land, and now take 
place in the Southern, States !—Above, all, 
may we attend to the voice of our bretbren's 
BLOOD, which cries for vengeance. from 
TOTO =, | , 
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the ground !—To the MANES of our flaughe 
tered frienas, who firſt yell a [acrifice to the 
oppreflor's tage, and ſuffered as MARTYRS 
in their country's cauſe To the MANES. 
of all theſe brave commanders and ILLUS. 
TRIOUS HEROES, who have nobly e 
and nobly bled in its Cetence —1 


O Mu fathers and brethen ! ALL! All is 
yet at ſtake !—All may yet be leſt, if we riſe. 
not, as one man, to the noble cauſe How 
inglorious muſt it be, for want of attention, 
for want of exertion, to ſhip- wreck in the 
hacbour—to fail at laſt ?— Where, then, the 
pleafing ſcenes of LIBERTY, INDEPEN- 


DENCE and SOVEREIGNTY, which we 


have promiſed ovrlſelves Where the glori- 
ous foundations of FREEDOM and ſafety, 
which our CIVIL CONSTLIT UTIONS have 
hid ?-4nd where the beautiful lupertiruce 
ture of gover ument and laws, which has 
been erectid upon them ?—Alas !—They are 
daſhed, they vanith, they are gone—loſt ! For- 
ever loſt i]! 

Bur can this be the event ? Shall this be 
the tatal end, the ſt ame ful iſſue of all the glo- 
rious exertions that have been made, — of all 
the bittet ſ-fferings that have been endured 
of ail the precious Shed that hath been ſhed r 
Is this poſſtibe? Can it ever orce be? For- 
bid it RIC HTEOUS HEAVEN | Forbid i it, 
O MY COUNTRY —ů —-—-— . 

Anerice 
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Ancerica riſes, indignant, at the a- 
#54 tboug bt. — Her FREE-· BORN SONS are 
not ſo loſt to the ſentiments of liberty, the 
love of their country, or the feelings of huma- 
nity, as to bear the moſt diſtant idea of ſuch a 
diſgraceful end, to this glorious conteſt. Nor 
can they ever be ſo debaſed, as+to retain a 
wiſh to ſurvive the loſs of liberty, or their 
cauatry's ruin. Much leſs to ſtand the tame 
. ſpeators of the ſacrifices, that (in ſuch a 
cate) muſt and will be made, of noble patri- 
ots, wiſe counſellors, faithful rulers, | brave 


commanders, and aa end heroes, and, in 
fine, of the beſt friends and beſt blood of 


ſatiate the rage and glut the malice of a Bri- 
tiſh conquerar ! Or, perhaps, that which is 
ſtill more affecting and - degrading—to be 
doemed to waſte away the remainsof a wretche: 
ed lite in poverty, chains, ſlavery, or a cruel 

inpriſqoment |! \ | 


Tur this hath been the end of civil wars, 


ſucceſs ; And that ſuch hath been the fate of 
thole, whom conquering oppreſſors have been 
plealed to ſtiamatize, with the names of RRE- 
KELS and T RAITORS, numberleſs inſtan- 


ces in the molt celebrated hiſtocics, abundantly. , 


Er 


'Fis after the war is cloſed, whether by 
conqueſt or {ubmiſion, t that the bittereſt re- 
| a verge 


AMERICA, by the 4X or HALTER, to 


whe1 the ſtruggles for liberty have failed ve 


* 


WF. "> \. — rl 
- #5 


- - * 2 * - — 9 0 
3 "x = > * 
— <4 a9 


« 2 _ 
. EF. 


— "> 
. 
rr 


— — — —ꝛ— —— 

4 — — 9 * 

; — 
| as. - 
ooty + 2 
: ” 4 "dap. £4066 *$.4 L 
l "Ft — 
„ + - 2 


DD +. + i 
— - 
- * - — - 
_ 2 
— Fm <a. — — 
- $ ” 3 #&a%k © 
_ - 


flows. | 


L 


venge takes place; and under the pretence of 
law, juſtice or neceſſity, it is then, that 25 
wort hieſt characters are jactificed, the noble 
petriots jail, and the richeſt blood of a nation 


» Tmrs was the caſe at Rome, and theſe the 
conſequences that attended their civil wart, 
from time to time. This was eſpecially ſo, 


in thoſe between Marius and Sylla, by which 


that great republic was, for many years, con- 
vulſed to its foundations. In their turns, du- 
ring the conteſt, both Marius and Sylla ſtained” 
the ſtreets of Rome with the blood of her 
molt venerable ſenators and wort hieſt citizens. 
But the cruelty of Sa, after he had conquer- 
ed the party of Marius, and gained the ſum- 
mit of abſolute power, over the whole com- 
monwealth, was beyond the power of deſcrip- 
tion, and I had almoſt ſaid, of belief itſelf.“ 

Würn 


To constm the above repreſentation, to ſhow that it 
is not too high coloured, and to give a ſpecimen of wh, 
a people may juſtly cx2c&t from a congugring TTR ANT 
at che cloſe of civil war; I beg leave to infert a paſſ. g 
or two from an authentic hiſtory of Rome. e 


The taking of Præneſe and Norbe put an end tothe 
« ciyil war iaftaly. Sylla therefore, having placed in all 
4 the 7ralian ptovinces ſuch governors as were intirely — 
4% his devotion, and pirched ſæveraſ little carops in different 
« diſtricta, to keep the country in awe, returned to Ra, 
« which he entered at the head of his troops. The ſawe 
„ gay be aſſembled the people in the Comitium, and told 
them with an - haughty air, that be had conquered ; 
« but that thoſt who hid made him take up erms ag inſt 
t. Ria country ſhould expiate the blocd they bad made a, 


9. - FRY 


Wur x, mad with loyalty, the Britiſb nation 
reſtored their flattering tyrant, Charles IId. a 
ſcene of blood was opened, more' affeQing, 
perhaps, to the mare judicious part of the pes 
ple, than all that had appeared in the civil war 

: | Notwithſtanding 


** ſhed, with their on. I ui not ſpare one ſuid he, who Bas 
% borne arms againf} me, "They /hail-all periſh io a mang 
© Theſe words, from a man Who was abſotute maſter of 
„ their lives &t fortunes, made the moſt re ſolute tret ble 
© They filled be whole city with dredd and horror; and 
© the copſternation was doubled tbe nent day, when the 
„% faw fixed up in all public places, à lift of proſeribel 
% perſons, containiag the names of forty ſenators and ir- 
« teen bundred knights.: If any wah gave ſhelter to 3 
«+ perſon proſeribed though his ſon, Mis brother, or his 
father, death was the certain reward ot his humanity ; 
** whereas the aſſeſſia was recompeneed with two taltnts, 
„though a flave had murdered his maſter, or 4 ſon bis 
+ father, —The rast choſe ſuch ts to execute bi 
« decrees, as had even leſi pity than himſelf: The chie 
u of thoſe was the infamous Cataline <—— At the hea 
* of a band of afſafſins, he ſcoured the fireets, and kill: 
« many knights. and ſenators before they knew they were 
% proferibed. Theperſons named in the lit were Tought 
+ for. in their own houſes, in the 'porticoes, and even i 
** the temples ; whenet they were dragged to Hylla, ms 
« ccuclly buichered ia his preſence. © '* |, * 


© The maſſacre. was not cor ned do thoſe named in 
* the liſt. Sylla extended bis revenge to all who had 
© borne arms again him, of what rank ſbever, or eondi- 
© tion. Nay, bis cruel agents todk this opportunity to 
« gratify their private reveuge and avarice,” confowndis 

„„the moſt innocent and peaceable with the moſt guilty 

" out of ſome private grudge, ot purely for the ſxke - of 
% their wealth and rich furniture, In ſhort, the faugh- 
*« ter was fo dreadim!,) that Sy//z was reproathed” with ic 
5 even by his beſt friends, Among others, a young fena« 
* tor, named Caius, Meiellus, veutured one day to aft 
* him in ſul! ſenate, whes he deſigued to pur a flop te 
® the calamitics of his ſcllow- citizens. We do not inter- 

nat «a © 4< v3 .2 E. G. FH. 4 6 
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Notwithftanding the eile - ing ptomiſed eve- 
y thing to regain the throne; and upon his 
return and reſtoration, made public proclama- 
tion of an act of anneſiy or general pardon; 
not only the king's judges; ſo called; but _— | 
9 . s ; 0 


* cede, ſaid he, for ſuch as you have reſolved t deftrey | 
, but only defere you to free thoſe from une uh who 
* you babe determined ſo ſave. Syita;,' without fermin 
© to take this beld ſpcech *mifs, anfweretcocly, that h 
e knew not yet whom be ſhonld ſaves: - Name to ui then, 
** replicd Metellus, thoſe you are dettrmined- 16 tefiroy. 
„% That {will ao, anſwered Sylla, very im ly, ard im- 
% mediately canſed..a new lift to be fitted up tf ' eighty cf» 
„ tizens, whom he proſeribed, moſt of them {e-ators, and 
perſons of great diſlin ation, The next day he proferi- 
bed. tu hundred and twenty more, ad an equal num- 
ber the third. Among theſe was Maca Marien h 
*« was nearly related to the great Mariur a-d higbiy fa- 
% vcured by the people. Ile was ſeix'd by Caraline; and 
e« put to; death, after having | ſifered the moſt caquiſi e 
6 torments tyranny conld invent. He was whipped chira? 
« all-the fireets of Rome, and, fer this ige Hi u pu- 
* niſhment, carried beyond the Tyber; where by Il i 
5+ barþarous agents, his eyes were put out, bis hands sud 
© ears cut off, his tongue torn out. all his j nts diſloeated, 
ei and his bones breken One Marcus P/2trrius, being 
% moved at ſueh an affecting fight, oould not heip pityfn 
* the unfortunate young man; which ſo cff:nded Si. 
© t7at he ordered him tobe killed vn the ſpot. And now 
* after nine thouſand ſenators, kaights, aud citizens bad 
„been inhumanly murdered by S lla agents, he afſ-m- 


4+, bled the people, and told them, that he had proſe: ibed 


*1 2s many as he could think of at preſent: ard 2s for 
„ thoſe he had forgot, they ſhould be proſcribed too, as, 
4 ſoon as he cou'd call them to his memory!“ * 

This was the ſcene in the city of Rowe —What awful 
havock, then, muſt the ſame meaſures of cruelty have 
made in the other cities and ſtares of that great Commone, 
wealth 1—But no corment is neceflary. 


Vid. Univer bilt vol, xii. pag. 83, 84, K 


WII 


of the worthieſt characters were ſoar att 
ed and proferibed ; And it was quickly found, ; 
that nothing ſhort of the 3% 540d of the na - 
tion, would be a ſacrifice ſufficient to appeaſe 
his own reſentment, or bis father's gbeſt. 


Tu fame, or perhaps, more affeQing 
ſcenes. will probably be opened in America, 
ſhould we fail of ſucceſs in the preſent conteſt, : 
ot ſhould; theſe United States be ever ſubdued. 
by.arms, or cajaled by arts, to a return and 
ſubmiſſion to Britain. But this is an event, 
which (we ficmly truſt) will never take, place. 


Eil c 361,391} 2M ach 009 ct. 
Uron ſhe whole ; in our united counſels, 
and exertions, We may yet hope, and even, 
aſſure, ourſelves, that Gop, who who ftteth, 
upon the throne of his bolineſs, will hehold our. 
ſtate, hear our prayers, and ſtill; maintain cur | 
right and plead aum cauſe, That he will baſe 
ten the period of our, preſent. diſtreſſes, and, 
ive us to ſee, in his own, way and, time, the, 
iberty, independence, ſovereignty and glory of 
the UNITED STATES OF. AMERICA, 
2 on 2 foundation that ſhall neyer ba, 


ns neigt 


8 Ss 19.0 2125 tg 231 
Aup what a bright, what a glorious ſcene, 
of liberty and fehjcity doc ſuch an happy ity 
ſue of this great and znterefiing conte, pre- 
ſent to our view ?— America, redeemed out 
of the hands of her encmics—tbs United 
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States, delivered from the oppreſſors yoke 
the ſecure retreat of injured innocence and the 
happy hum of the oppreſſed and diſtreſſed. 
— The feat of juſtice and equity, of freedom 
and empite — extenſive in tro and flouriſhing 
ia commerce—iabounding in riches and wealth 

Land illuſtrious in literature in arts and ſci- 
ences and, above all, glorious in the know * 
ledge and 3 of the pure and peaceful 
religion of our LORD Ap SAVIOUR 
JESUS CHRIST: - And the unborn million 
of ſucceeding ages, uniting in their grateful 
acknowledgments of praife and — 
to GOD the ſupreme ruler, for that ſpirit g 

wiſdom, liberty, patriotiſm and bravery, with 

which he was pleafed to infpire the patriots ® 
and beroes; and even tbe whole body of the * 
people of the preſent generation: —and, in fine 
— THIS PEOPLE, THE UNITED” 
STATES OF AMERICA, a name, a pruiſe 
and 4 zhry among the nations; throughout a 
Ecverations, to the end of time. ' 9918 


* 


Tua fich may be the end, ſuch the reward, 

and ſuch the important and laſting effects, of 

this great and glorious conteſt, may GOD, of 

His infinite mercy, grant, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
r £ 180 vw * Treo CHA 
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AGE 3, line 24, read, delegates. Thid. line gf, rend, 

" are then. P. 10, I. 21, r. icdavgers. P. 14.1. 9 

. monarchical. P. 20, I. 18, r. with the ſeveral. P. 

36, note . J. 2, F. faithful. P. 22, n. 4 1 6 F, the 

rs of his ambition, P. 29, I. 12, r. cheartully. 
a 


. 44+ U. I. 94, r. ſo related, ard for. P. 46, 1.2, r. 
th pled. P. 47. u. I. 6, r. ordonance ſtores. P. 51. l. 
dult. r. grateful people. P. 52. bot. r. Pſalm 118, 23. 
F. Ga, I. 1e, r. ehear{ully. F. 65, 1. 3. x. provide for, 
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